APPENDIX A


APPLICATION FOR ACCREDITATION AS AN ELECTORAL OBSERVER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
This form is an application for an individual to become an accredited electoral observer at the Angus Council Electoral Ward No 4 – Monifieth & Sidlaw by-election. If you are applying as an organisation please note that each member of your organisation applying for accreditation must complete their own declaration. 
You may apply to observe any of three aspects of the elections:

· The Local Government by-election count.  (finalise date)
· Polling places.  Polling places will be open from 7am to 10pm on Thursday 25 June 2009
· Receipt of postal votes (see attached schedule). Postal votes will be opened (finalise dates)
You must bring photographic identification to the event you have applied to attend along with the ID card provided by the Returning Officer.  If you forget either of these you may not be granted entry.  Please be aware that due to health and safety requirements we may need to temporarily limit the number of observers at any location.

Individual Accreditation 

You must read the Secrecy Requirement in Appendix D and the Code of Conduct for Observers in Appendix E.  You must complete form in Appendix A and declaration in Appendix C and return them to the address below.
Organisation Accreditation
Each member of your organisation nominated to act an observer must read the Secrecy Requirement in Appendix D and the Code of Conduct for Observers in Appendix E. You must complete the forms in Appendix A and Appendix B and ask each member of your organisation to complete a declaration Appendix C and return them to the address below.
Shona Cameron
Election Office

Angus House
Orchardbank Business Park

Forfar

DD8 1AN
Tel: 01307 476060
Fax: 01307 466236
Email: cameronsd@angus.gov.uk
Applications can be taken by post, email, or fax.  Applicants will be notified of our decision to accept or reject their application, and reasons will be given for any decision to reject an application.  Further information on times and locations will be provided after your application has been processed.
APPLICATION FORM

	Name


	

	Applicant’s date of birth


	

	Address


	

	UK address if different from above


	

	Telephone number (including country code if

applicable)


	

	Mobile telephone number (international applicants without a UK contact number must supply a reachable overseas mobile number)


	

	Email address


	

	Which parts of the process do you intend to observe?  Postal vote opening/polling places/vote scanning/main adjudication and announcements.

	


Nominated Observers:
	Name:


	Date of Birth

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


DECLARATION
This declaration must be signed and dated by the applicant.

As far as I know, the details on this form are true and correct.  I consent to the Local Returning Officer including my name on the register of accredited observers.

I have read and understood the ‘Code of Conduct for individual electoral observers’ and agree to abide by the Code.

I declare that I have been provided with a copy of Section 66 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 or its corresponding provision, I understand its provisions and I will aid in maintaining the secrecy of the ballot at elections.

I have not been reported or found guilty of a corrupt or illegal electoral practice anywhere in the United Kingdom, in the five years previous to the date of this application.

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………

Date………………………………………………………………………………………
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 1983

The requirements in Section 66 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 help to maintain the secrecy of the ballot. They apply to all accredited observers at polling stations, the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers and the count. Section 66 is reproduced below in full, for use by observers.

Requirement of secrecy

Section 66 –
(1) The following persons –

(a) every Returning Officer and every Presiding Officer or clerk attending at a polling station,

(b) every candidate or election agent or polling agent so attending,

(c) every person so attending by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000,
shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting and shall not, except for some purpose authorised by law, communicate to any person before the poll is closed any information as to –

(i) the name of any elector or proxy for an elector who has or has not applied for a ballot paper or voted at a polling station;

(ii) the number on the register of electors of any elector who, or whose proxy, has or has not applied for a ballot paper or voted at a polling station; or

(iii) the official mark.

(2) Every person attending at the counting of the votes shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting and shall not –

(a) ascertain or attempt to ascertain at the counting of the votes the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of any ballot paper;

(b) communicate any information obtained at the counting of the votes as to the candidate for whom any vote is given on any particular ballot paper.

(3) No person shall –

(a) interfere with or attempt to interfere with a voter when recording his vote;

(b) otherwise obtain or attempt to obtain in a polling station information as to the candidate for whom a voter in that station is about to vote or has voted;

(c) communicate at any time to any person any information obtained in a polling station as to the candidate for whom a voter in that station is about to vote or has voted, or as to the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of the ballot paper given to a voter at that station;

(d) directly or indirectly induce a voter to display his ballot paper after he has marked it so as to make known to any person the name of the candidate for whom he has or has not voted.

(4) Every person attending the proceedings in connection with the issue or the receipt of ballot papers for persons voting by post shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting and shall not –

(a) except for some purpose authorised by law, communicate, before the poll is closed, to any person any information obtained at those proceedings as to the official mark; or

(b) except for some purpose authorised by law, communicate to any person at any time information obtained at those proceedings as to the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of the ballot paper sent to any person; or

(c) except for some purpose authorised by law, attempt to ascertain at the proceedings in connection with the receipt of ballot papers the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of any ballot paper; or

(d) attempt to ascertain at the proceedings in connection with the receipt of the ballot papers the candidate for whom any vote is given in any particular ballot paper or communicate any information with respect thereto obtained at those proceedings.

(5) No person having undertaken to assist a blind voter to vote shall communicate at any time to any person any information as to the candidate for whom that voter intends to vote or has voted, or as to the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of the ballot paper given for the use of that voter.

(6) If a person acts in contravention of this section he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months.

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR INDIVIDUAL ELECTORAL OBSERVERS
All individuals entitled to be electoral observers must abide by the following guidance and are bound by it for the period of their observation.

Respect sovereignty and international human rights

Election observers must respect the sovereignty of the United Kingdom as well as the human rights and fundamental freedoms of its people.

Respect the laws of the United Kingdom and the authority of electoral bodies

Observers must respect the laws of the United Kingdom and the authority of the Returning Officers. Observers must follow any lawful instruction from the UK's governmental, security and electoral authorities. Observers also must maintain a respectful attitude toward electoral officials and other national authorities. Observers must note if laws, regulations or the actions of state and/or electoral officials unduly burden or obstruct the exercise of election related rights guaranteed by law, constitution or applicable international instruments.

Secrecy requirements

Observers will maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the ballot and will sign an agreement that they have been provided with a copy of section 66 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 or its corresponding provision and understand its provisions. Observers must comply with all directions on the use of mobile phones, cameras and the like.

Maintain strict political impartiality at all times

Observers must maintain strict political impartiality at all times, including during their leisure time. They must not express or exhibit any bias or preference in relation to national authorities, political parties, candidates or in relation to any contentious issues in the election process. Observers also must not conduct any activity that could be reasonably perceived as favouring or providing partisan gain for any political competitor such as wearing or displaying any partisan symbols, colours, banners or accepting anything of value from political competitors.

Do not obstruct election processes

Observers must not obstruct any element of the election process, including pre-election processes, the issue and opening of postal ballots, voting, counting and tabulation of results and processes transpiring after election day. Observers may bring irregularities, fraud or significant problems to the attention of election officials on the spot, unless this would contravene the secrecy requirements, and must do so in a non-obstructive manner.

Observers may ask questions of election officials, political party representatives and other observers inside polling stations and may answer questions about their own activities, as long as they do not obstruct the election process. In answering questions observers should not seek to direct the election process. Observers may ask and answer questions of voters but may not ask them to tell for whom or which party they voted.

Provide appropriate identification

Observers must display identification provided by the Returning Officer and must present it to electoral officials and other interested authorities when requested.

Maintain accuracy of observations and professionalism in drawing conclusions

Observers must ensure that all of their observations are accurate. Observations must be comprehensive, noting positive as well as negative factors, distinguishing between significant and insignificant factors and identifying patterns that could have an important impact on the integrity of the election process. Observers' judgements must be based on the highest standards for accuracy of information and impartiality of analysis, distinguishing subjective factors from objective evidence. Observers must base all conclusions on factual and verifiable evidence and not draw conclusions prematurely.

Maintain proper personal behaviour

Observers must maintain proper personal behaviour and respect others, including exhibiting sensitivity for United Kingdom cultures and customs, exercise sound judgement in personal interactions and observe the highest level of professional conduct at all times, including leisure time.

Agree to follow this guidance

Every person who participates in election observation at local government elections in Scotland must read and understand this guidance and must sign an agreement to follow it.
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