
 
APPENDIX 1 : EFFECTIVENESS CRITERIA 
 
The following criteria for judging the effectiveness of housing sites within the 
established supply are taken from paragraph 29 of PAN 38 Housing Land (Revised 
2003). 
 
Ownership:  the site is in the ownership or control of a party which can be expected to 
develop it or release it for development.  Where a site is in the ownership of a local authority 
or other public body, it should be included only where it is part of a programme of land sales. 
 
Physical:  the site, or relevant part of it, is free from constraints related to slope, aspect, 
flood risk, ground stability or vehicular access which would preclude its development.  
Where there is a commitment to removing the constraints in time to allow development in the 
period under consideration, or the market is strong enough to fund the remedial work 
required, the site should be included in the effective land supply. 
 
Contamination:  previous use has not resulted in contamination of the site or, if it has, 
commitments have been made which would allow it to be developed to provide marketable 
housing; 
 
Deficit Funding:  any public funding required to make residential development economically 
viable is committed by the public bodies concerned. 
 
Marketability:  the site, or a relevant part of it, can be developed to provide marketable 
housing. 
 
Infrastructure:  the site is either free of infrastructure constraints, or any required 
infrastructure can realistically be provided by the developer or another party to allow 
development. 
 
Land Use:  housing is the sole preferred use of the land in planning terms or if housing is 
one of a range of possible uses other factors such as ownership and marketability point to 
housing becoming a realistic option.  



 
APPENDIX 2: GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
The definition of terms used in the audit reflect the glossary contained in Planning 
Advice Note 38 Housing Land (Revised 2003). 
 
Brownfield land: Land which has previously been developed.  The term may encompass 
vacant or derelict land; infill sites; land occupied by redundant or unused buildings; and 
developed land within the settlement boundary where further intensification of use is 
considered acceptable. 
 
Constrained housing land supply:  That part of the established housing land supply which 
at the time of any audit is not assessed as being effective. 
 
Effective housing land supply:  The part of the established housing land supply that is 
expected to be free of development constraints in the period under consideration, and will 
therefore be available for the construction of housing. 
 
Established housing land supply:  The total housing land supply – including both 
constrained and unconstrained sites.  This will include the effective housing land supply, 
plus the remaining capacity of sites under construction; sites with planning consent; sites in 
adopted local plans; and other land and buildings with agreed potential for housing 
development. 
 
Greenfield land:  Land which has never been previously developed, or fully-restored 
formerly derelict land which has been brought back into active or beneficial use for 
agricultural, forestry, environmental purposes, or outdoor recreation. 
 
Housing Land Audit:  The mechanism for monitoring the housing land supply and 
identifying those sites within the established land supply which are expected to be effective 
within the period under consideration. 
 
Housing Land Requirement: The difference between a figure arrived at by considering 
market demand, demographic need and other relevant factors, and the effective housing 
land supply. 
 
Housing Market Area:  A geographical area which is relatively self-contained in terms of 
housing demand; i.e. a large percentage of the people moving home or settling in the area 
will have sought a dwelling only in that area. 
 
Private sector housing:  Housing for sale or rent provided by private developers or other 
commercial organisations. The term “ owner-occupied sector” excludes the private rented 
element. 
 
Public sector housing:  General and special needs housing provision by registered 
housing associations, local authorities and other social housing providers for rent. 


