It’s all Changed sinCe ] was at SChool....
Parents and carers from Mattocks Primary
gchool were set a praCtiCal Co-operative learhing
task. Pupils from Primary 6 ahd 7 led the evening,
with a little help from Staff, ahd introduced the
parents to a new wWay of working in the Classroom.

Background...

Parents completed a questionnhaire about the wWork of the school. The
replies showed that while they were happy about |0ts Of aspects, they felt
they heeded more information about the way children learned in the
Classroom.

The school introduced Home/ SChool books whiCh are taken home once a
term and contain Samples of work, photographs, Children’s evaluations of
their own work and formative feedbaCk (two stars and a wish).

All Ahgus schools use Co-operative [Learning as a teaching strategy, and
examples Of this appeared regularly in the home/sChool books. The next
|0giCal step Was to give the parents much more information about the

Co-operative |earhing tasks they were seeing in the books and hearing about
from their Children. So....

We arranged a Cco-operative learnhing evening for
parents. Rather thanh talk about it, we wanhted to
demonstrate the main prinCiples ahd show that
the |learhing could be fun, SO we Called on the
experts .... THE CHILDREN!




What happened?

The adults felt a bit hervous to begin with but settled ih to g
great evening. The feedbaCk was tremendous - "more evenings like
this, please” was the message.

The childrenh were very proud Of their success. They enjoyed the
evening, they spoke confidently, they adapted to their different
roles , they encouraged their parents, rah the evening efficiently
anhd the feedbaCk was "More, please”.

The aim Of today’s workshop was to give a brief View of ohe way
that parents have become more closely involved in the work of
our school. As part of the workshop you have completed a few
“taster” activities to explain how Co-Operative |earhing Works in
our school. However, there are manhy more strategies. We have
included some very brief details Of ohe Oor twWo more below.

Each member oOf the group writes their response
Tablemats o opinion in their section of the mat. They thenh
have to disCcuss ahd agree a humber of these to
] enter in the centre of the mat. Good for:
agreeing Class rules, summarising maih points of a
lesson, voting for hew resources etcC.

Numbered Heads

Pupils are humbered in the group. They Coach onhe ahother in
the required |earhing. The teaCher seleCts a member Of each
group by humber, and if they anhswer correctly the whole group
gains g point. (ood for: [L,earnhing tables, facts, modern
[anguages VoCabulary, poetry.




