
What difference do parents make?What difference do parents make?

Children spend Children spend 
only 15% of their only 15% of their 
time in schooltime in school
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85% of the language 85% of the language 
we use as adults is in we use as adults is in 
place by the time we place by the time we 
are five years old and are five years old and 
50% is in place by the 50% is in place by the 
time we are three years time we are three years 
old.old.
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Most differences in Most differences in 
achievement by 14 year achievement by 14 year 
olds in English, Maths and olds in English, Maths and 
Science are due to home Science are due to home 
influences.influences.
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When parents are actively When parents are actively 
involved in reading with involved in reading with 
their children at home their their children at home their 
childrenchildren’’s reading scores s reading scores 
improve, on average, by improve, on average, by 
between 12between 12--18 months.18 months.
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Doing homework Doing homework 
regularly through regularly through 
their years at school their years at school 
has roughly the same has roughly the same 
benefit as an extra benefit as an extra 
yearyear’’s schooling.s schooling.


