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Appendix 3 

 
Relevant Development Plan Policies  
 
Angus Local Plan Review 2009 
 
Policy S1 : Development Boundaries 
 
(a) Within development boundaries proposals for new development on sites not allocated on Proposals 
Maps will generally be supported where they are in accordance with the relevant policies of the Local 
Plan.  
 
(b) Development proposals on sites outwith development boundaries (i.e. in the countryside) will generally 
be supported where they are of a scale and nature appropriate to the location and where they are in 
accordance with the relevant policies of the Local Plan.  
 
(c) Development proposals on sites contiguous with a development boundary will only be acceptable 
where there is a proven public interest and social, economic or environmental considerations confirm 
there is an overriding need for the development which cannot be met within the development boundary.  
 
Policy S2 : Accessible Development 
Development proposals will require to demonstrate, according to scale, type and location, that they:- 
 

 are or can be made accessible to the existing or proposed public transport networks and make 
provision for suitably located public transport infrastructure such as bus stops, shelters, lay-bys, 
turning areas which minimise walking distances and allow easy access for the mobility impaired.  

 provide and/or enhance paths for walking and cycling which are safe, provide pleasant routes, are 
suitable for use by the mobility impaired, and link existing and proposed path networks;  

 are located where there is adequate local road network capacity or where capacity can be made 
available.  

 
Policy S3 : Design Quality 
 
A high quality of design is encouraged in all development proposals. In considering proposals the 
following factors will be taken into account:- 
 

 site location and how the development fits with the local landscape character and pattern of 
development;  

 proposed site layout and the scale, massing, height, proportions and density of the development 
including consideration of the relationship with the existing character of the surrounding area and 
neighbouring buildings;  

 use of materials, textures and colours that are sensitive to the surrounding area; and  

 the incorporation of key views into and out of the development.  
 
Innovative and experimental designs will be encouraged in appropriate locations. 
 
Policy S4 : Environmental Protection 
 
Where development proposals raise issues under environmental protection regimes, developers will 
require to demonstrate that any environmental protection matter relating to the site or the development 
has been fully evaluated. This will be considered alongside planning matters to ensure the proposal would 
not unacceptably affect the amenity of the neighbourhood. 
 
Policy S6 : Development Principles (Schedule 1) 
 
Proposals for development should where appropriate have regard to the relevant principles set out in 
Schedule 1 which includes reference to amenity considerations; roads and parking; landscaping, open 
space and biodiversity; drainage and flood risk, and supporting information. 
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Schedule 1 : Development Principles  
Amenity 
(a) The amenity of proposed and existing properties should not be affected by unreasonable restriction of 

sunlight, daylight or privacy; by smells or fumes; noise levels and vibration; emissions including 
smoke, soot, ash, dust, grit, or any other environmental pollution; or disturbance by vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic. 

(b) Proposals should not result in unacceptable visual impact. 
(c) Proposals close to working farms should not interfere with farming operations, and will be expected to 

accept the nature of the existing local environment. New houses should not be sited within 400m of 
an existing or proposed intensive livestock building. (Policy ER31). 

 
Roads/Parking/Access 
(d) Access arrangements, road layouts and parking should be in accordance with Angus Council’s Roads 

Standards, and use innovative solutions where possible, including ‘Home Zones’. Provision for cycle 
parking/storage for flatted development will also be required. 

(e) Access to housing in rural areas should not go through a farm court.  
(f) Where access is proposed by unmade/private track it will be required to be made-up to standards set 

out in Angus Council Advice Note 17 : Miscellaneous Planning Policies. If the track exceeds 200m in 
length, conditions may be imposed regarding widening or the provision of passing places where 
necessary. 

(g) Development should not result in the loss of public access rights. (Policy SC36) 
 
Landscaping / Open Space / Biodiversity 
(h) Development proposals should have regard to the Landscape Character of the local area as set out in 

the Tayside Landscape Character Assessment  (SNH 1998). (Policy ER5) 
(i) Appropriate landscaping and boundary treatment should be an integral element in the design and 

layout of proposals and should include the retention and enhancement of existing physical features 
(e.g. hedgerows, walls, trees etc) and link to the existing green space network of the local area. 

(j) Development should maintain or enhance habitats of importance set out in the Tayside Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan and should not involve loss of trees or other important landscape features or 
valuable habitats and species. 

(k) The planting of native hedgerows and tree species is encouraged. 
(l) Open space provision in developments and the maintenance of it should be in accordance with Policy 

SC33. 
 
Drainage and Flood Risk 
(m) Development sites located within areas served by public sewerage systems should be connected to 

that system. (Policy ER22) 
(n) Surface water will not be permitted to drain to the public sewer. An appropriate system of disposal will 

be necessary which meets the requirements of the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 
and Angus Council and should have regard to good practice advice set out in the Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems Design Manual for Scotland and Northern Ireland 2000. 

(o) Proposals will be required to consider the potential flood risk at the location. (Policy ER28) 
(p) Outwith areas served by public sewerage systems, where a septic tank, bio-disc or similar system is 

proposed to treat foul effluent and /or drainage is to a controlled water or soakaway, the consent of 
SEPA and Angus Council will be required. (Policy ER23). 

(q) Proposals should incorporate appropriate waste recycling, segregation and collection facilities (Policy 
ER38)  

(r) Development should minimise waste by design and during construction.  
   
Supporting Information 
(s) Where appropriate, planning applications should be accompanied by the necessary supporting 

information. Early discussion with Planning and Transport is advised to determine the level of 
supporting information which will be required and depending on the proposal this might include any of 
the following: Air Quality Assessment; Archaeological Assessment; Contaminated Land Assessment; 
Design Statement; Drainage Impact Assessment; Environmental Statement; Flood Risk Assessment; 
Landscape Assessment and/or Landscaping Scheme; Noise Impact Assessment; Retail Impact 
Assessment; Transport Assessment. 
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Policy SC1 : Housing Land Supply 
 
Adequate land has been allocated in the Local Plan to meet the allowances of the Dundee and Angus 
Structure Plan up to 2011 as illustrated in Table 2.1. Land identified for residential development will be 
safeguarded from alternative uses, and its effectiveness will be monitored through the annual audit of 
housing land. Where sites allocated in the Plan are phased to extend beyond 2011 they will contribute 
towards meeting the indicative allowances for the 2011-2016 period. 
 
Policy SC6 : Countryside Housing New Houses 
 
(a)  Building Groups – One new house will be permitted within an existing building group where 

proposals meet Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing Criteria and would round off or consolidate the 
group. 

(b)  Gap Sites – In Category 1 RSU’s a single new house will be permitted on a gap site with a maximum 
road frontage of 50 metres; and in Category 2 RSU’s up to two new houses will be permitted on a 
gap site with a maximum road frontage of 75 metres. Proposals must meet Schedule 2 : Countryside 
Housing Criteria as appropriate. 

(c)  Rural Brownfield Sites – Redevelopment of redundant rural brownfield sites will be encouraged 
where they would remove dereliction or result in a significant environmental improvement. A 
statement of the planning history of the site/building, including the previous use and condition, must 
be provided to the planning authority. In addition, where a site has been substantially cleared prior to 
an application being submitted, or is proposed to be cleared, a statement by a suitably qualified 
professional justifying demolition must also be provided. Proposals should be small scale, up to a 
maximum of four new houses and must meet Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing Criteria as 
appropriate.  

 
Exceptionally this may include new build housing on a nearby site where there is a compelling 
environmental or safety reason for removing but not redeveloping the brownfield site. 
 
Large scale proposals for more than four new houses on rural brownfield sites will only be permitted 
exceptionally where the planning authority is satisfied that a marginally larger development can be 
acceptably accommodated on the site and it can be demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt that there 
are social, economic or environmental reasons of overriding public interest requiring such a scale of 
development in a countryside location. 
 
(d)  Open Countryside - Category 2 RSU’s  - Development of a single house will be supported where 

Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing Criteria is met. 
 
Policy SC9 : Affordable Housing 
 
Angus Council will seek to secure the provision of affordable housing from housing developments on 
allocated sites, opportunity and windfall sites which will contribute towards meeting identified needs in 
each Housing Market Area as follows:- 
 

 Arbroath – 20% LCHO housing; 

 Brechin/ Montrose – 25% LCHO housing; 

 Forfar, Kirriemuir and Glens – 15% LCHO housing; 

 South Angus – 40% social rented and/or LCHO housing. 
 
The requirement for affordable housing in each Housing Market Area will be applied to the overall 
capacity of sites of 10 or more units, or a site size equal to or exceeding 0.5 hectares. Where a site is 
being developed in phases of less than 10 units or less than 0.5 hectares the affordable housing 
requirement will still be applied. 
 
Affordable housing developments may be permitted on sites outwith but adjacent to development 
boundaries provided it can be demonstrated that:- 
 

 there is an identified local need that cannot be met on a suitable site within defined development 
boundaries; 

 the proposal takes account of the provisions of Policy S6: Development Principles; and 
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 proposals are in accord with other relevant policies of the Local Plan.  
 
In all circumstances, Section 75 or other legal agreements may be used to secure the delivery of 
affordable housing. 
 
Policy SC19 : Rural Employment 
 
Employment opportunities throughout rural Angus will be supported where they make a positive 
contribution to the rural economy and are of a scale and nature appropriate to the location. Proposals 
which reuse existing buildings and sites and those which assist diversification of an existing rural 
business will be encouraged. There may also be scope for mixed use developments incorporating staff 
accommodation and/or home/work units. 
 
Policy SC20 : Tourism Development 
 
Development proposals to provide new or improved tourist related facilities/attractions and 
accommodation will be permitted and encouraged where they:- 
 

 improve the range and quality of visitor attractions and tourist facilities and/or extend the tourist 
season; 

 have no unacceptable detrimental effect on the local landscape or rural environment; 

 are in keeping with the scale and character of adjacent buildings or surrounding countryside; 

 are generally compatible with surrounding land uses; and 

 accord with other relevant policies of the Local Plan. 
 
Policy SC31 : Sports and Recreation Facilities 
 
Development proposals for new and/or enhanced sport and recreational facilities should be located within 
the existing development boundaries, unless requiring a countryside location. Proposals will be supported 
where they: 
 

 would significantly improve the range and/or quality of sport and recreational opportunity; or 

 would meet an identified community need; and 

 are of an appropriate scale and nature, and in a location which would not have a significant 
detrimental impact on residential amenity; 

 would accord with other relevant policies of this Local Plan. 
 
Policy SC32 : Open Space Protection 
 
There is a general presumption against development of open spaces of sporting, recreational, amenity or 
nature conservation value including those shown on the Proposals Maps, for other forms of development. 
The loss of open space will only be considered acceptable where: 
 

 the retention or enhancement of existing facilities in the area can best be achieved by the 
redevelopment of part of the site where this would not affect its sporting, recreational, amenity or 
nature conservation value or compromise its setting; or 

 replacement open space of the same type and of at least equal quality, community benefit and 
accessibility to that being lost will be provided within the local area; or 

 it is demonstrated through an open space audit that there is an identified excess of open space 
provision in the local area to meet existing and future requirements taking account of the sporting, 
recreational and amenity value of the site. 

 
Policy SC35 : New Golf Course Development 
 
Angus Council will only support proposals for additional golf courses where it can be demonstrated that 
the development:- 
 

 would meet unfulfilled local and/or visitor demand, and 

 is consistent with other relevant policies of this Local Plan. 
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Housing and/or other land uses proposed in support of a new golf course will only be supported where it 
accords with the development strategy and relevant policies of this Local Plan. 
 
Policy SC36 : Access Rights 
 
Development proposals, which will result in a significant loss to the public of linear access, area access or 
access to inland water will be resisted. 
 
Policy ER4 : Wider Natural Heritage and Biodiversity 
 
The Council will not normally grant planning permission for development that would have a significant 
adverse impact on species or habitats protected under British or European Law, identified as a priority in 
UK or Local Biodiversity Action Plans or on other valuable habitats or species. 
 
Development proposals that affect such species or habitats will be required to include evidence that an 
assessment of nature conservation interest has been taken into account.  Where development is 
permitted, the retention and enhancement of natural heritage and biodiversity will be secured through 
appropriate planning conditions or the use of Section 75 Agreements as necessary. 
 
Policy ER5 : Conservation of Landscape Character 
 
Development proposals should take account of the guidance provided by the Tayside Landscape 
Character Assessment and where appropriate will be considered against the following criteria: 
 
(a) sites selected should be capable of absorbing the proposed development to ensure that it fits into the 

landscape; 
(b) where required, landscape mitigation measures should be in character with, or enhance, the existing 

landscape setting; 
(c) new buildings/structures should respect the pattern, scale, siting, form, design, colour and density of 

existing development; 
(d) priority should be given to locating new development in towns, villages or building groups in 

preference to isolated development. 
 
Policy ER10 : Light Pollution 
 
Where developments incorporate exterior lighting, Angus Council will require designs which minimise light 
spillage through use of low pressure sodium lights, full cut-off lanterns and other measures as 
appropriate. Where floodlighting is needed for sports pitches, golf driving ranges etc, it should be directed 
and hooded in such a way that the light source is not seen from any neighbouring properties, roads, or 
paths. 
 
Policy ER11 : Noise Pollution 
 
Development which adversely affects health, the natural or built environment or general amenity as a 
result of an unacceptable increase in noise levels will not be permitted unless there is an overriding need 
which cannot be accommodated elsewhere. 
 
Proposals for development generating unacceptable noise levels will not generally be permitted adjacent 
to existing or proposed noise-sensitive land uses. Proposals for new noise-sensitive development which 
would be subject to unacceptable levels of noise from an existing noise source or from a proposed use 
will not be permitted. 
 
Policy ER22 : Public Drainage Systems 
 
Within towns and villages served by public sewers all development proposals requiring drainage must be 
connected to the public drainage system. Private drainage solutions will not be permitted within areas 
served by public sewers, even where they are subject to constraint. 
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Policy ER24 : Surface Water Disposal 
 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems are preferred in dealing with surface water drainage from all new 
development. In considering development proposals Angus Council will consult and liaise closely with 
SEPA, Scottish Water and developers in order to ensure that appropriate methods of surface water run-
off collection, treatment, decontamination and disposal are implemented to minimise the risk of flooding 
and the pollution of water courses, lochs and ground water. 
 
Proposals that adopt ecological solutions to surface water management which promote local biodiversity 
by the formation of ponds and/or wetlands for example, and create or improve habitats will also be 
encouraged. 
 
Policy ER28 : Flood Risk Assessment 
 
Proposals for development on land at risk from flooding, including any functional flood plain, will only be 
permitted where the proposal is supported by a satisfactory flood risk assessment. This must demonstrate 
to the satisfaction of Angus Council that any risk from flooding can be mitigated in an environmentally 
sensitive way without increasing flood risk elsewhere. In addition, limitations will be placed on 
development according to the degree of risk from coastal, tidal and watercourse flooding. The following 
standards of protection, taking account of climate change, will be applied:- 
 

 In Little or No Risk Areas where the annual probability of flooding is less than 0.1% (1:1000 years) 
there will be no general constraint to development. 

 Low to Medium Risk Areas where the annual probability of flooding is in the range 0.1% - 0.5% 
(1:1000 – 1:200 years) are suitable for most development. Subject to operational requirements these 
areas are generally not suitable for essential civil infrastructure. Where such infrastructure has to be 
located in these areas, it must be capable of remaining operational during extreme flood events. 

 Medium to High Risk Areas (see 2 sub areas below) where the probability of flooding is greater than 
0.5% (1:200 years) are generally not suitable for essential civil infrastructure, schools, ground based 
electrical and telecommunications equipment. 
 

(a) Within areas already built up sites may be suitable for residential, institutional, commercial and 
industrial development where an appropriate standard of flood prevention measures exist, are 
under construction or are planned. 

a. Undeveloped or sparsely developed areas are generally not suitable for additional development.   
 
Policy ER30 : Agricultural Land 
 
Proposals for development that would result in the permanent loss of prime quality agricultural land and/or 
have a detrimental effect on the viability of farming units will only normally be permitted where the land is 
allocated by this Local Plan or considered essential for implementation of the Local Plan strategy. 
 
Policy ER33 : Energy Efficiency 
 
Angus Council will encourage energy efficiency through the promotion of: 
 

 siting, form, orientation and layout of buildings to maximise the benefits of solar energy, passive solar 
gain, natural ventilation and natural light; 

 the use of landscaping and boundary treatment to modify temperature extremes, minimise heat loss 
due to exposure and create shelter on inner faces and entrances to buildings; 

 optimum provision of insulation and the use of energy efficient heating/cooling systems; 

 the re-use of building materials; 

 local sourcing of materials; 

 the use of a flexible design to facilitate possible future adaptation for other uses; 

 renewable energy generation and energy efficient systems in domestic and commercial buildings 
where appropriate, which reduce demand for power from non-renewable sources. 
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Policy Imp1 : Developer Contributions 
 
Developer contributions will be required in appropriate circumstances towards the cost of public services, 
community facilities and infrastructure and the mitigation of adverse environmental impacts that would not 
have been necessary but for the development.  Such contributions will be consistent with the scale and 
effect of the development and may relate to both on-site and off-site items that are required to produce an 
acceptable development in the public interest. 
 
 
TAYplan Strategic Development plan 
 
Policy 1A  : Settlement Concentration 
 
Strategies, plans, programmes and development proposals shall focus the majority of development in the 
region’s principal settlements as follows:- 
 
Tier 1 settlements have the potential to accommodate the majority of the region’s additional development 
over the plan period and make a major contribution to the region’s economy. 
 
- Dundee Core Area: (Dundee City, Dundee Western gateway, Invergowrie, Monifieth, 
Tayport/Newport/Wormit, Birkhill/Muirhead) and, 
- Perth Core Area: (Perth, Scone, Almondbank, Bridge of Earn, Oudenarde, Methven, Stanley, Luncarty, 
Balbeggie, Perth Airport). 
 
Tier 2 settlements have the potential to make a major contribution to the regional economy but will 
accomodate a smaller share of the region’s additional development. 
 
Tier 3 settlements have the potential to play an important but more modest role in the regional economy 
and will accommodate a small share of the region’s additional development which is more about 
sustaining them.  
 
Policy 2A : Build in Resilience 
 
Ensure that climate change resilience is built into the natural and built environments through:- 
 
(i) a presumption against development in areas vulnerable to coastal erosion, flood risk and rising sea 

levels; including the undeveloped coast. To ensure flood risk is not exacerbated, mitigation and 
management measures; such as those envisaged by Scottish Planning Policy, should be 
promoted; 

(ii) reducing surface runoff including through use of sustainable drainage systems; 
(iii) protecting and utilising the water and carbon storage capacity of soils, such as peatlands, and 

woodland/other vegetation; and, 
(iv) identifying, retaining and enhancing existing green infrastructure and spaces whilst making the best 

use of their multiple roles. 
 
Policy 2B : Integrate Co-locate Infra 
 
Integrate new development with existing community infrastructure and work with other delivery bodies to 
integrate, concentrate and co-locate additional new infrastructure to optimise its coverage and capability. 
 
Policy 2C : Integration of Transport 
 
Ensure the integration of transport and land use to:- 
 
• reduce the need to travel and improve accessibility by foot, cycle and public transport; make the best 

use of existing infrastructure to achieve a walkable environment combining different land uses with 
green space; and, support land use and transport development by transport assessments/appraisals 
and travel plans where appropriate, including necessary on and offsite infrastructure. 
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Policy 2E : Energy Efficiency/Embedded 
 
Ensure that high resource efficiency is incorporated within development through the orientation and 
design of buildings, the choice of materials and the use of low and zero carbon energy generating 
technologies to reduce carbon emissions and energy consumption to meet the Scottish Government’s 
standards. 
 
Policy 3A : Employment Land 
 
Identifying and safeguarding at least five years supply of employment land within principal settlements to 
support the growth of the economy and a diverse range of industrial requirements:- 
 
• safeguarding areas identified for Class 4 office type uses in principal settlements; and, 
• further assisting in growing the year-round role of the tourism sector. 
 
Policy 4A : Specific Sites 
 
Identify specific sites for the Strategic Development Areas and allocate land for the uses set out in table 1, 
below and identified in the Proposals Map of this Plan:- 
 

Strategic Development Areas                                                     Type and Indicative Scale of Development 
 

Orchard Bank, Forfar                                                           25ha. of employment land. 
Forfar Regional Agricultural Services Centre                       Employment land for agricultural services. 
Montrose Port                                                                      Employment land for port related land uses. 
 

Policy 5A ; Build Rates, HMA Shift 
 

Allocate land which is effective or capable of becoming effective to meet the housing land requirement up 
to year 10 from the predicted date of adoption, ensuring a minimum of five years effective land supply at 
all times, and work towards the provision of a seven years supply of effective housing land by 2015, to 
support economic growth. Land should be allocated within each Housing Market Area (Proposal 2) 
through Local Development Plans to provide an effective and generous supply of land to assist in the 
delivery of in the order of 26,000 units up to year 2024 across TAYplan. Average annual build rates are 
illustrated*. In the period 2024 to 2032 in the order of 17,400 units may be required. To assist the delivery 
of these build rates, Local Development Plans shall allocate sufficient land to ensure a generous supply of 
effective housing sites and to provide for flexibility and choice. 
 
• in serious cases of appropriately evidenced environmental or infrastructure capacity constraints, 

provide for up to 10% of the housing provision for one market area to be shared between one or 
more neighbouring housing market areas within the same authority taking account of meeting needs 
in that housing market area. 

• ensure that the mix of housing type, size and tenure meets the needs and aspirations of a range of 
different households throughout their lives, including the provision of an appropriate level of 
affordable housing based on defined local needs. Local Development Plans (where applicable) will 
need to set affordable housing requirements for or within each housing market area. 

 

Policy 5C : Dundee & Perth Core Areas 
 
Ensure there is a presumption against land releases in areas surrounding the Dundee and Perth Core 
Areas, including the Carse of Gowrie, where it would prejudice the delivery of Strategic Development 
Areas or regeneration within the core areas or conflict with other parts of this Plan. 
 
Policy 8 : Deliver Strategic Development 
 
To ensure that quality is designed-in to development and places developer contributions shall be sought 
for new developments:- 
 

to mitigate any adverse impact on infrastructure, services and amenities brought about by development 
including contributions towards schools, affordable housing, transport infrastructure and facilities 
(including for road, rail, walking, cycling and public transport), and other community facilities in 
accordance with the Scottish Government Circular 1/2010. 


