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1.  Introduction: 

This Statement of Conformity has been prepared to meet the terms of Part 2 Section 18 (4) (a) (i) 
and Section 19 (4) of the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006. This requires planning authorities to 
submit a report: 
 (i)  outlining the extent to which they have consulted with and involved the wider public in 

preparing the Proposed Local development Plan (LDP); and 
 (ii) how this consultation conforms with the intentions outlined in the current participation   

statement.  
 
With regards to (ii) above, the Town and Country Planning (Development Planning) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2008, Part 4, Section 20 (f) sets out that the Planning Authority’s participation statement 
is the version current when the proposed plan was published.  For the Proposed Angus Local 
Development Plan the relevant participation statement is therefore the Angus Development Plan 
Scheme (Revised 2014). This was the approved Development Plan Scheme/participation statement 
when the Proposed Plan was published in February 2015.  
 
The Statement of Conformity is one of a suite of documents required to accompany the submission 
of the Proposed Angus Local Development Plan to Scottish Ministers. 
 
The Angus Development Plan Scheme (Revised March 2014) sets out Angus Council’s programme for 
preparing and reviewing the Local Development Plan for Angus and what is likely to be involved at 
each stage. The Participation Statement within the Development Plan Scheme reinforces Angus 
Council’s commitment to developing effective engagement with communities. Angus Council has 
always taken a positive approach to development plan consultation. By encouraging consultation 
and engagement at various stages in the Local Development Plan process, Angus Council seeks to 
ensure that those with an interest in the future of Angus have an opportunity to contribute their 
views before decisions are taken. The Participation Statement details the principles of community 
engagement undertaken for the Local Development Plan, who would be involved/consulted, at what 
stage this would take place and what approaches would be used. 
 
In implementing the Consultation Strategy, Angus Council has sought to involve a wide range of 
groups and organisations including: 

 Angus Community Councils; 

 Angus Community Planning Partnerships; 

 Other Community Groups; 

 Public sector groups (including Key Agencies1, Local and National statutory and non-
statutory bodies; adjoining local authorities and the Cairngorms National Park Authority) 

 Private sector groups/organisations; and 

 Members of the community/public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
The Town and Country Planning (Development Planning)(Scotland) Regulations 2008 defines Key Agencies as:  

Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Water, Scottish Enterprise (only in its area of 
jurisdiction), Regional Transport Partnerships (only in relevant areas of jurisdiction), Crofters Commission (only in Crofting 
Counties) and Health Boards. Whilst legislation does not specify them individually, Circular 6/2013 sets out that the 
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following bodies should have the same level of involvement in the development plan process: Historic Scotland, Transport 
Scotland, Forestry Commission and Marine Scotland. 
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2.  Approach to Consultation at Key Stages in Preparation of the Angus Local Development Plan: 
 
Awareness Raising and Initial Consultation (5 November 2010 – 23 December 2010): 
 
To help inform the Angus Local Development Plan  Main Issues Report an Awareness Raising and 
Initial Consultation exercise was undertaken between 5 November and 23 December 2010. In 
addition to making information and a two part questionnaire available on the Council’s web site, 
around 550 national and local organisations, agents, community groups (including community 
councils) and interested individuals (on the local development plan mailing list) were contacted 
directly by letter or e-mail and invited to submit views on what people considered to be the most 
important land use planning issues and constraints affecting Angus over the next 5 – 10 years. In 
addition, the Council invited suggestions on potential sites to meet the future development needs of 
Angus. 
 
Key public agencies were involved in the preparation of the Angus Main Issues Report including 
Scottish Natural Heritage, SEPA, Historic Scotland, Scottish Water, Transport Scotland, TACTRAN, 
Scottish Enterprise, NHS Tayside, Architecture + Design Scotland as well as other Services within the 
Council, TAYplan Strategic Development Plan Authority and neighbouring Council’s. As part of this 
exercise Angus Council held a Key Agency Meeting on 7 October 2010 attended by SNH, SEPA, 
Scottish Water, Scottish Enterprise, Historic Scotland, TACTRAN, Transport Scotland and Architecture 
+ Design Scotland). 
 
A total of 190 responses were received to the Awareness Raising and Initial Consultation exercise 
with the vast majority of respondents using the on-line questionnaire. More than 75% of all 
responses related to the submission of potential sites by developers, landowners, agents and 
members of the public. An overview of the consultation exercise was reported to the Infrastructure 
Services Committee on 1 March 2011. (Report 170/11 Angus Local Development Plan - Response 
from Initial Consultation and Key Agency Engagement refers).  
 
Main Issues Report Stage (2 November 2012 – 4 January 2013): 
 
The Infrastructure Services Committee at their meeting of 9 October 2012 agreed to publish the 
Angus Local Development Plan Main Issues Report, draft Environmental Report, Topic Papers Nos. 1 
– 6 and the Angus Local Plan Review Monitoring Statement (Report 582/12 refers). The documents 
were formally published on 2 November 2012 with the period for consultation extending through to 
4 January 2013. Although the formal consultation period commenced in early November, 
information on all the documents had been made publicly available through the Council’s website 
(committee report documentation), since early October 2012.  
 
Copies of the Main Issues Report, draft Environmental Report and range of supporting documents 
were available to view and download from the Council’s website: 
www.angus.gov.uk/ldpmainissuesreport .  This included pdf versions of the documents, an 
interactive On-Line Local Development Plan (OLDP) version of the Main Issues Report and 
Environmental Report and a questionnaire (setting out 48 questions covering the key subject 
matters for the Local Development Plan). The published documents could also be viewed in all Angus 
Council Libraries; Mobile Libraries; ACCESS offices; and Council Offices at County Buildings and Angus 
House, Forfar. In addition, a newsletter on the Main Issues Report, which highlighted the preferred 
spatial strategy and key issues; and provided background information on the timetable, consultation 

http://archive.angus.gov.uk/ccmeetings/reports-committee2011/Infrastructure/170.pdf
http://archive.angus.gov.uk/ccmeetings/reports-committee2012/Infrastructure/582.pdf
http://www.angus.gov.uk/ldpmainissuesreport
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events and how to comment on the document, was also made available at Libraries, ACCESS offices 
and on the Council’s website. 
 
A letter/e-mail of notification of publication was issued to nearly 700 consultees, companies, agents 
and members of the public on the Council’s local plan mailing list and a formal public notice placed 
in the Dundee Courier (2 November 2012). This gave information on how to access the published 
documents, the consultation period and how to respond. Posters giving similar information were 
placed in shops and notice boards in the rural service centres. 
 
Participation Events 
Throughout the consultation period, a weekly static library exhibition was displayed in the public 
libraries (two libraries at a time) to tie in with the Local Community Planning Partnership information 
events in the towns. In total, the exhibition was in place for at least two weeks in each of the town 
libraries, with a planning officer attending each Monday from 11.00am to 2pm to answer questions 
on the Main Issues Report process and on the issues and options affecting the relevant town. The 
events at the public libraries were also advertised on a weekly basis using the Council’s Twitter and 
Facebook pages. 
  
Some 192 responses (up to 20 February 2013) were received to the Main Issues Report (187) and 
draft Environmental Report (5); most were submitted within the consultation period although 19 (all 
Main Issues Report responses) were received after the 4 January 2013 closing date.  
 
The Main Issues Report set out 48 questions covering the key subject matters for the Local 
Development Plan such as the spatial strategy, housing and climate change (19 questions) and 
development options for the seven towns and four rural service centres (29 questions). Circa 870 
individual comments were received in connection with the Main Issues Report. There was limited 
response to the questionnaire; with the majority of responses being stand-alone submissions on the 
general main issues identified as well as promoting specific sites around towns, villages and in the 
open countryside. A number of respondents did however choose to answer questions from the 
questionnaire within the covering letters to their more detailed site specific submissions.  
 
 In terms of the effectiveness of other consultation arrangements, the Council’s web page had some 
2036 ‘hits’ and proved to be a good way of disseminating information. The manned participation 
events at the public libraries were not so effective with very limited public interest; although 
exhibitions at Arbroath and Monifieth were reasonably well attended. The events at the public 
libraries were also advertised on a weekly basis using the Council’s Twitter and Facebook pages and 
this approach was well received by members of the public attending the events. 
 
In addition to the above there were several articles in both the Dundee Courier and local town based 
newspapers. The Dundee Courier in particular ran a series of nine articles focussing on the purpose 
of the Main Issues Report, the issues and opportunities in each of the seven towns and the Rural 
Service Centres of Edzell, Friockheim, Letham and Newtyle. These assisted in publicising the MIR 
consultation exercise (Further details available in Appendix 2). 
 
Proposed Angus Local Development Plan and Formal Representation Stage (27 February – 30 April 
2015)  
 
At their meeting of the 11 December 2014, Angus Council approved the Proposed Angus Local 
Development Plan, and agreed to its publication for a nine week period of representation. The 
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Council also approved the draft Environmental Report and Transport Appraisal and agreed to their 
publication alongside the Proposed Angus Local Development Plan (Report 501/14 refers).  
 
The Development and Enterprise Committee at their meeting of 20 January 2015 agreed the Draft 
Action Programme, Consultation Statement, Equalities Impact Statement, Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment and Draft Habitats Regulations Appraisal Record to be published as supporting 
documents to the Proposed Angus Local Development Plan (Report 33/15 refers). 
 
The Local Development Plan documents were formally published on 27 February 2015 with a 9 week 
period for representation extending to 30 April 2015. Copies of the Proposed Plan, Environmental 
Report, Draft Action Programme and range of supporting documents were available to view and 
download from the Council’s website: www.angus.gov.uk/ldpconsult . This included pdf versions of 
the documents, an interactive On-Line Local Development Plan (OLDP) version of the Proposed Plan 
and an interactive comments form. The published documents were also available for inspection at 
all Angus Council Libraries, ACCESS Offices, and at the Council’s offices at County Buildings and 
Angus House, Forfar. In addition printed copies could be purchased on request with CD versions 
available free of charge. 
 
A number of key agencies, including the Scottish Government, SEPA and SNH, and all Angus 
Community Councils were consulted directly on the Proposed Plan with consultation packs provided. 
In addition, notification of the publication of the Proposed Plan documents was issued by letter and 
e-mail to around 750 consultees, including landowners, developers, agents and members of the 
public. Owners, lessees or occupiers of any premises on a site, or on land neighbouring a site 
proposed for development in the Proposed Plan were notified as were respondents to the Main 
Issues Report as required by the Town & Country Planning (Development Planning) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2008 and Circular 1/2009: Development Planning. Around 2030 Notification letters were 
issued to neighbours of sites allocated in the Proposed Angus LDP. Those sites with planning 
permission and/or under construction were not subject to the Neighbour Notification process.  
 
Statutory Public Notices were placed in the Dundee Courier on 27 February and 6 March 2015. This 
provided details of how to access the Proposed ALDP and supporting documents, the period for 
representation and how to submit a representation. In addition, following the success during the 
Main Issues Report consultation, this information was also made available using the Council’s 
Twitter and Facebook pages throughout the period of representation. 
 
During the Angus Community Council Biannual Meeting (hosted by Angus Council) the development 
plan team offered to attend Community Council meetings to discuss the Proposed Plan in more 
detail if required. As a result of this offer, the Development Plan Team attended a meeting with 
Inveresk Community Council and a separate meeting with residents of Arbirlot. 
 
Development Plan Officers also responded to a high volume of enquiries, including telephone calls, 
during the period of representation on the Plan. In addition, individual requests for meetings were 
accepted throughout this period. A number of meetings were held, principally with members of the 
public. These meetings helped individuals interpret the Proposed Plan documents and understand 
the different ways on how to respond. Officers from the Development Plan team received positive 
feedback from members of the public regarding the flexibility on how meetings were arranged and 
also regarding their helpfulness to understand the implication of the Proposed Plan. 
 

http://www.angus.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/364/agenda_item_9_-_report_no_50114_-_proposed_angus_local_development_plan
http://www.angus.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/469/agenda_item_no_9_-_report_no_3315_-_proposed_angus_local_development_plan_-_supporting_documents
http://www.angus.gov.uk/ldpconsult
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Some 170 submissions were received to the Proposed ALDP, Environmental Report and Draft Action 
Programme by the end of the advertised period for representation.  
 
In line with good practice and the procedure adopted at the Main Issues Report stage, Angus Council 
at their meeting on 14 May 2015 agreed to accept late representations to the Proposed Plan up to 
29 May 2015 (Report 198/15 refers). This report also provided an update on the period of 
representation. All representations and supporting material were subsequently made publicly 
available on the Councils website.  
Following conclusion of the period of representation the Development Plan team met with SEPA in 
order to clarify and in some cases resolve their representations in advane of preparing the Schedule 
4s. The option of a meeting was open to other individuals / organisations if they in conjunction with 
the Council thought it was going to be useful to either clarify or resolve representations. No meeting 
requests were received. 
 
3.  Conclusions: 
 
As set out above and detailed in Appendices 1 & 2, the Council has conducted consultation at key 
stages in the preparation of the Angus Local Development Plan in accordance with the commitments 
made in the Angus Development Plan Scheme and has met the statutory requirements set out in 
legislation. 
 

http://www.angus.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/1029/agenda_item_no_7_-_report_no_19815_-_proposed_angus_local_development_plan_-_consultation_update
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Appendix 1: Angus Local Development Plan Consultation and Engagement Activity 
 

Stages/Purpose Approaches Undertaken 
 

Awareness Raising and Initial Consultation (5 November 2010 – 23 December 2010): 

Set out the general 
terms of the process 
that lies ahead and 
identify those groups 
interested in the Local 
Development Plan 
process. 
 
Prepare an information 
leaflet for the Local 
Development Plan 
process which will be 
available on the web 
site and all Council 
libraries, ACCESS 
offices; and main 
Council Offices. 

 Reviewed and updated the Local Plan mailing list.  

 Updated the Development Plan pages on the Angus Council website 
to signal commencement of the preparation of the first Angus Local 
development Plan which when adopted would replace the current 
Angus Local Plan review (adopted February 2009). 

 Prepared and published the first edition of the Angus Local 
Development Plan 

     Newsletter which was made available at all Public Libraries and Access 
Offices and Council offices at Angus House and County Buildings, 
Forfar, and Bruce House, Arbroath. The Newsletter was available to 
view or download from the Angus Council website or was available on 
request. 

 Arranged and held a Key Agency Meeting on 7 October 2010, with 
representatives of: 

o  Scottish Natural Heritage 
o    SEPA 
o    Historic Scotland 
o    Transport Scotland 
o    Scottish Water 
o    Scottish Enterprise 
o    Architecture + Design Scotland 
o    TACTRAN 

 Consultation exercise, conducted between 5 November and 23 
December 2010 sought views on what people considered to be the 
most important land use planning issues and constraints affecting 
Angus over the next 5 – 10 years. In addition the Council invited 
suggestions on potential sites to meet the future development needs 
of Angus. The consultation provided an early insight into areas of 
public interest and was used to inform the preparation of the Main 
Issues Report which was the first main stage in the Angus LDP process. 

 Made direct contact by letter or e-mail to around 550, bodies, 
including Angus Councillors and Chief Officers, Key agencies, local 
community groups (including Community Councils), local and 
national statutory and non-statutory agencies, private sector 
organisations and members of the public. 
 

 Initial web based consultation undertaken via a two part on-line 
questionnaire prepared and made available through the Council’s 
website: 

o Part 1 – Identification of Land Use Planning Issues 
o Part 2 – Development Site Proposal Form 
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Main Issues Report Stage (2 November 2012 – 4 January 2013) 

Seek the views of 
organisations and 
individuals on the 
content of the 
published Main Issues 
Report. 
 
Opportunity to submit 
representations on the 
development options 
for Angus, including the 
preferred development 
approach of Angus 
Council. 

 Main Issues Report, Draft Environmental Report and six supporting 
Background Topic Papers published for consultation between 2 
November 2012 and 4 January 2013.  

 Statutory Adverts for the ALDP main Issues Report and the Draft 
Environmental Report were inserted in the Dundee Courier of 2 
November 2012.  

 Posters detailing the publication of the MIR documents, where and 
how they could be viewed, details of planned consultation events and 
how representations could be submitted were distributed across 
Angus, including using local shops and community notice boards. 

 The Development Plan mailing List was further reviewed and updated 
to take account of responses to the Initial Awareness Raising Exercise. 
Letters and e-mails notifying the publication and availability of the 
MIR and associated documents were sent out to arrive before 
commencement of the formal period for representation. These also 
detailed how and where the documents could be viewed and how 
representations could be submitted. Letters or emails were sent to 
local and national statutory and non-statutory agencies, private 
sector organisations, members of the public and respondents to the 
Initial Awareness Raising Exercise. 

 Consultation Copies of the LDP consultation Pack were made available 
for inspection at Public Libraries and ACCESS Offices across Angus and 
at the Council’s offices at County Buildings and Angus House, Forfar. 
Electronic copies of all documents were available on the Angus 
Council website, including pdf, online interactive (OLDP) versions and 
a survey monkey designed questionnaire. In addition hard copies of 
the documents were available to purchase with a CD version available 
free of charge on request.  

 Consultation packs were sent to range of Key Agencies, Statutory 
Consultees and Community Organisations, including all 
active/constituted Community Councils. 

 Staff from the Development Plan Team organised information events 
for Angus Councillors and Chief Officers. 

 A Newsletter was prepared and published alongside the Angus LDP 
Main Issues Report and Environmental Report in November 2013. The 
newsletter contained information on the MIR including the main 
issues it addressed and the preferred Spatial Strategy for the LDP. 
Details of consultation events (Library Exhibitions and Community 
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Planning Partnership Meetings) and how to make comment were 
included. The newsletter was distributed to Community Councils and 
a range of statutory consultees , Key Agencies and local interest 
groups, including Community Councils, were consulted directly and 
copies of the MIR Newsletter made available at all Council Libraries 
and ACCESS Offices and other Council Offices. In addition the 
document was made available to view or download on the Angus 
Council website. 

 Library Exhibitions were held in the main towns including manned 
drop in Sessions. These sessions were advertised using the Council’s 
Twitter and Facebook pages. 

 Staff from the Development Plan Team attended a number of 
Community Planning Partnership and Community Council Meetings.  

 Representations on the Main Issues Report and Draft Environmental 
Report could be submitted using an online questionnaire, via the 
OLDP portal, by e-mail and attachment or in writing. 

Proposed Angus Local Development Plan and Formal Representation Stage (27 February – 30 April 
2015) 

Take account of early 
stakeholder 
engagement and 
consultation on the 
Main Issues Report to 
prepare and publish 
Proposed Plan. 
 
The Proposed Plan set 
out the Council’s 
preferred policies and 
proposals and was the 
main opportunity for 
formal representation. 
 
A revised Environmental 
Statement was 
published alongside the 
Proposed Plan along 
with a Habitats 
Regulations Appraisal. 

 Proposed Angus LDP, Revised Environmental Report and Draft Action 
Programme published for consultation for 9 week between 27 
February 2015 and 30 April January 2015.  

 Statutory Advert for the Proposed Angus LDP and Environmental 
Report were inserted in the Dundee Courier of 27 February and 6 
March 2015.  

 The Development Plan Mailing List was further reviewed and updated 
to take account of responses to the ALDP Main Issues Report and 
Draft Environmental Strategy. Letters and e-mails notifying the 
publication and availability of the proposed ALDP and associated 
documents were sent out to arrive before commencement of the 
formal period for representation. These also detailed how and where 
the documents could be viewed and how representations could be 
submitted. These were sent to local and national statutory and non-
statutory agencies, private sector organisations and members of the 
public. 

 Consultation Copies of the LDP consultation Pack were made available 
for inspection at Public Libraries and ACCESS Offices across Angus and 
at Planning Reception, County Buildings and Angus House Reception, 
Forfar. Electronic copies of all documents were available on the Angus 
Council website, including pdf, online interactive (OLDP) versions and 
an interactive comments form. In addition hard copies of the 
documents were available to purchase and a CD version was available 
free of charge on request.  

 In accordance with the Town & Country Planning (Development 
Planning) (Scotland) Regulations 2008 and Circular 1/2009: 
Development Planning, planning authorities are required to notify the 
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owners, lessees or occupiers of land neighbouring (i.e. within 20 
metres of) sites which the proposed plan specifically proposes to be 
developed and which would have a significant effect on the use and 
amenity of the neighbouring land. 2030 Notification letters were 
issued to neighbours of sites allocated in the Proposed Angus LDP. 
Those sites with planning permission and/or under construction were 
not subject to the Neighbour Notification process.    

 In addition, the Town & Country Planning (Development Planning) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2008 and Circular 1/2009: Development 
Planning requires planning authorities to notify all respondents to the 
Main Issues Report. Notification letters and emails were issued to all 
respondents to the Development Plan process to date, including the 
MIR and Initial Awareness Raising Exercise. 

 Consultation packs were sent to arrange of Key Agencies, Statutory 
Consultees and Community Organisations, including all 
active/constituted Community Councils. 

 Staff from the Development Plan Team attended community meetings 
in Edzell (Inveresk Community Council) and Arbirlot (Residents 
Association).  

 Staff from the Development Plan Team organised information events 
for Angus Councillors. 

 Representations on the Proposed Angus LDP Revised Environmental 
Report and Draft Action Programme could be submitted using an 
online questionnaire, via the OLDP portal, by e-mail and attachment 
or in writing. 
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Appendix 2: Statutory Adverts, Newsletters & Posters 
 
Initial Awareness Raising Exercise (5 November 2010 – 23 December 2010): 
 
Newsletter 
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Main Issues Report Stage (2 November 2012 – 4 January 2013): 
 
Statutory Advert (2 November 2012) 
 



Report 412/15 Appendix 6 

 

15 

 

Newsletter 
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Poster 
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Newspaper Articles 
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Proposed Angus Local Development Plan and Formal Representation Stage (27 February – 30 April 
2015) 
 
Statutory Advert ( 27 February and 6 March 2015) 
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