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Appendix 2 : Relevant Development Plan Policies 
 
Policy S1 : Development Boundaries 
 
(a) Within development boundaries proposals for new development on sites not allocated on Proposals 
Maps will generally be supported where they are in accordance with the relevant policies of the Local 
Plan.  
 
(b) Development proposals on sites outwith development boundaries (i.e. in the countryside) will generally 
be supported where they are of a scale and nature appropriate to the location and where they are in 
accordance with the relevant policies of the Local Plan.  
 
(c) Development proposals on sites contiguous with a development boundary will only be acceptable 
where there is a proven public interest and social, economic or environmental considerations confirm 
there is an overriding need for the development which cannot be met within the development boundary.  
 
Policy S3 : Design Quality 
 
A high quality of design is encouraged in all development proposals. In considering proposals the 
following factors will be taken into account:- 
 

 site location and how the development fits with the local landscape character and pattern of 
development;  

 proposed site layout and the scale, massing, height, proportions and density of the development 
including consideration of the relationship with the existing character of the surrounding area and 
neighbouring buildings;  

 use of materials, textures and colours that are sensitive to the surrounding area; and  

 the incorporation of key views into and out of the development.  
 
Innovative and experimental designs will be encouraged in appropriate locations. 
 
Policy S6 : Development Principles (Schedule 1) 
 
Proposals for development should where appropriate have regard to the relevant principles set out in 
Schedule 1 which includes reference to amenity considerations; roads and parking; landscaping, open 
space and biodiversity; drainage and flood risk, and supporting information. 
 
Schedule 1 : Development Principles  
 
Amenity 
(a) The amenity of proposed and existing properties should not be affected by unreasonable restriction of 
sunlight, daylight or privacy; by smells or fumes; noise levels and vibration; emissions including smoke, 
soot, ash, dust, grit, or any other environmental pollution; or disturbance by vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 
(b) Proposals should not result in unacceptable visual impact. 
(c) Proposals close to working farms should not interfere with farming operations, and will be expected to 
accept the nature of the existing local environment. New houses should not be sited within 400m of an 
existing or proposed intensive livestock building. (Policy ER31). 
 
Roads/Parking/Access 
(d) Access arrangements, road layouts and parking should be in accordance with Angus Council’s Roads 
Standards, and use innovative solutions where possible, including ‘Home Zones’. Provision for cycle 
parking/storage for flatted development will also be required. 
(e) Access to housing in rural areas should not go through a farm court.  
(f) Where access is proposed by unmade/private track it will be required to be made-up to standards set 
out in Angus Council Advice Note 17 : Miscellaneous Planning Policies. If the track exceeds 200m in 
length, conditions may be imposed regarding widening or the provision of passing places where 
necessary. 
(g) Development should not result in the loss of public access rights. (Policy SC36) 
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Landscaping / Open Space / Biodiversity 
(h) Development proposals should have regard to the Landscape Character of the local area as set out in 
the Tayside Landscape Character Assessment  (SNH 1998). (Policy ER5) 
(i) Appropriate landscaping and boundary treatment should be an integral element in the design and 
layout of proposals and should include the retention and enhancement of existing physical features (e.g. 
hedgerows, walls, trees etc) and link to the existing green space network of the local area. 
(j) Development should maintain or enhance habitats of importance set out in the Tayside Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan and should not involve loss of trees or other important landscape features or 
valuable habitats and species. 
(k) The planting of native hedgerows and tree species is encouraged. 
(l) Open space provision in developments and the maintenance of it should be in accordance with Policy 
SC33. 
 
Drainage and Flood Risk 
(m) Development sites located within areas served by public sewerage systems should be connected to 
that system. (Policy ER22) 
(n) Surface water will not be permitted to drain to the public sewer. An appropriate system of disposal will 
be necessary which meets the requirements of the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and 
Angus Council and should have regard to good practice advice set out in the Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems Design Manual for Scotland and Northern Ireland 2000. 
(o) Proposals will be required to consider the potential flood risk at the location. (Policy ER28) 
(p) Outwith areas served by public sewerage systems, where a septic tank, bio-disc or similar system is 
proposed to treat foul effluent and /or drainage is to a controlled water or soakaway, the consent of SEPA 
and Angus Council will be required. (Policy ER23). 
(q) Proposals should incorporate appropriate waste recycling, segregation and collection facilities (Policy 
ER38)  
(r) Development should minimise waste by design and during construction.  
   
Supporting Information 
(s) Where appropriate, planning applications should be accompanied by the necessary supporting 
information. Early discussion with Planning and Transport is advised to determine the level of supporting 
information which will be required and depending on the proposal this might include any of the following: 
Air Quality Assessment; Archaeological Assessment; Contaminated Land Assessment; Design 
Statement; Drainage Impact Assessment; Environmental Statement; Flood Risk Assessment; Landscape 
Assessment and/or Landscaping Scheme; Noise Impact Assessment; Retail Impact Assessment; 
Transport Assessment. 
 
Policy SC6 : Countryside Housing New Houses 
 
(a) Building Groups – One new house will be permitted within an existing building group where proposals 
meet Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing Criteria and would round off or consolidate the group. 
 
(b) Gap Sites – In Category 1 RSU’s a single new house will be permitted on a gap site with a maximum 
road frontage of 50 metres; and in Category 2 RSU’s up to two new houses will be permitted on a gap site 
with a maximum road frontage of 75 metres. Proposals must meet Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing 
Criteria as appropriate. 
 
(c) Rural Brownfield Sites – Redevelopment of redundant rural brownfield sites will be encouraged where 
they would remove dereliction or result in a significant environmental improvement. A statement of the 
planning history of the site/building, including the previous use and condition, must be provided to the 
planning authority. In addition, where a site has been substantially cleared prior to an application being 
submitted, or is proposed to be cleared, a statement by a suitably qualified professional justifying 
demolition must also be provided. Proposals should be small scale, up to a maximum of four new houses 
and must meet Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing Criteria as appropriate.  
 
Exceptionally this may include new build housing on a nearby site where there is a compelling 
environmental or safety reason for removing but not redeveloping the brownfield site. 
 
Large scale proposals for more than four new houses on rural brownfield sites will only be permitted 
exceptionally where the planning authority is satisfied that a marginally larger development can be 
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acceptably accommodated on the site and it can be demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt that there 
are social, economic or environmental reasons of overriding public interest requiring such a scale of 
development in a countryside location. 
 
(d) Open Countryside - Category 2 RSU’s  - Development of a single house will be supported where 
Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing Criteria is met. 
 
Schedule 2 : Countryside Housing Criteria 
 
In addition to taking account of the provisions of the General Policies including Policy S6 : Development 
Principles, and the associated Schedule 1, all countryside housing proposals should meet the following 
criteria as applicable (except where specific exclusions are set out). Development proposals should : 
 
a) be on self-contained sites and should not set a precedent or open up further areas for similar 
applications; (does not apply to proposals for conversion under Policy SC5, rural brownfield sites under 
Policy SC6(c) or essential worker houses under Policy SC7) 
b) meet the plot size requirements; (does not apply to proposals for conversion under Policy SC5, or new 
country house proposals under Policy SC8) 
c) not extend ribbon development; 
d) not result in the coalescence of building groups or of a building group with a nearby settlement; 
e) have regard to the rural character of the surrounding area and not be urban in form and/or appearance; 
f) provide a good residential environment, including useable amenity space/private garden ground, and 
adequate space between dwellings whilst retaining the privacy of adjacent properties. Angus Council’s 
Advice Note 14 - Small Housing Sites provides guidance on minimum standards in relation to private 
amenity space and distance between dwellings which will be acceptable for proposals involving between 
one and four dwellings on sites within existing built up areas. In countryside areas it will commonly be 
expected that these standards should be greater than the minimum having regard to the nature of the 
location. The extension of property curtilage in relation to proposals for renovation or conversion of 
existing buildings may be permitted in line with Angus Council’s Advice Note 25 – Agricultural Land to 
Garden Ground. 
g) be acceptable in relation to the cumulative effect of development on local community infrastructure 
including education provision; 
h) not adversely affect or be affected by farming or other rural business activities(may not apply to 
proposals for essential worker houses related to the farm or business under Policy SC7); 
i) not take access through a farm court (may not apply to proposals for essential worker houses for farm 
workers under Policy SC7); 
j) not require an access road of an urban scale or character. The standard of an access required to serve 
a development will give an indication of the acceptability of the scale of the development in a rural 
location, e.g. where the roads standards require a fully adoptable standard of road construction with street 
lighting and is urban in appearance it is likely that the development proposals will be too large; and 
k) make provision for affordable housing in line with Policy SC9 : Affordable Housing. 
 
Policy SC9 : Affordable Housing 
 
Angus Council will seek to secure the provision of affordable housing from housing developments on 
allocated sites, opportunity and windfall sites which will contribute towards meeting identified needs in 
each Housing Market Area as follows:- 
 

 Arbroath – 20% LCHO housing; 

 Brechin/ Montrose – 25% LCHO housing; 

 Forfar, Kirriemuir and Glens – 15% LCHO housing; 

 South Angus – 40% social rented and/or LCHO housing. 
 
The requirement for affordable housing in each Housing Market Area will be applied to the overall 
capacity of sites of 10 or more units, or a site size equal to or exceeding 0.5 hectares. Where a site is 
being developed in phases of less than 10 units or less than 0.5 hectares the affordable housing 
requirement will still be applied. 
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Affordable housing developments may be permitted on sites outwith but adjacent to development 
boundaries provided it can be demonstrated that:- 
 

 there is an identified local need that cannot be met on a suitable site within defined development 
boundaries; 

 the proposal takes account of the provisions of Policy S6: Development Principles; and 

 proposals are in accord with other relevant policies of the Local Plan.  
 
In all circumstances, Section 75 or other legal agreements may be used to secure the delivery of 
affordable housing. 
 
Policy ER24 : Surface Water Disposal 
 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems are preferred in dealing with surface water drainage from all new 
development. In considering development proposals Angus Council will consult and liaise closely with 
SEPA, Scottish Water and developers in order to ensure that appropriate methods of surface water run-
off collection, treatment, decontamination and disposal are implemented to minimise the risk of flooding 
and the pollution of water courses, lochs and ground water. 
 
Proposals that adopt ecological solutions to surface water management which promote local biodiversity 
by the formation of ponds and/or wetlands for example, and create or improve habitats will also be 
encouraged. 
 
Policy Imp1 : Developer Contributions 
 
Developer contributions will be required in appropriate circumstances towards the cost of public services, 
community facilities and infrastructure and the mitigation of adverse environmental impacts that would not 
have been necessary but for the development.  Such contributions will be consistent with the scale and 
effect of the development and may relate to both on-site and off-site items that are required to produce an 
acceptable development in the public interest. 
 


