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Licensing Standards Officer 
 
Para 3.1.2 of the Statement of Licensing Policy sets out the measures that the Board consider 
reasonably necessary to meet the Crime and Disorder objective.  I would ask Board members to 
consider adding a line for applicants to have sufficient policies in place to ensure open drink 
containers, bottles and empty glasses are not removed from the premises.   
 
The current policy is: 
 

3.1.2 The Applicant should also address the following issues and be prepared to introduce such 
measures as are considered reasonably necessary to meet the Crime and Disorder objective; 

 

• effective and responsible management of premises; 

• training and supervision of staff; 

• policies on proof of age requirements; 

• pricing/promotions policies and advertising; 

• CCTV provision/external lighting; 

• use of SIA licensed door supervisors; 

• membership of local pub/shop-watch schemes  and  involvement  in 

responsible business award schemes; 

• training staff in managing patrons who are already intoxicated; 

• measures applicants may take to reduce violence through environmental measures, such 
as, cleanliness and quality of fittings, choice and volume of music, cleanliness of toilet 
facilities and ventilation; and 

• a requirement to have a refusals book where staff can record all episodes  where they 

have refused to serve someone. 

 
Suggested wording for implementing LSO’s suggestion: 
 

3.1.2 The Applicant should also address the following issues and be prepared to introduce such 
measures as are considered reasonably necessary to meet the Crime and Disorder objective; 

 

• effective and responsible management of premises; 

• training and supervision of staff; 

• policies on proof of age requirements; 

• pricing/promotions policies and advertising; 

• CCTV provision/external lighting; 

• use of SIA licensed door supervisors; 

• membership of local pub/shop-watch schemes  and  involvement  in 

responsible business award schemes; 

• training staff in managing patrons who are already intoxicated; 

• measures applicants may take to reduce violence through environmental measures, such 
as, cleanliness and quality of fittings, choice and volume of music, cleanliness of toilet 
facilities and ventilation; and 

• a requirement to have a refusals book where staff can record all episodes where they have 

refused to serve someone. 

• a requirement to adopt efficient policies and procedures to ensure open drink containers, 

bottles  and empty glasses are not removed from the premises. 

 

Para 6.4 of the Statement of Licensing Policy sets out the policies in relation to considering the 
licensed hours in applications for premises licences, or for variations of premises licences within 
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the meaning of Section 62(1)(a) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005.  The general licensed hours 
are then set out at para 6.4 LH/1 & LH/2; LH/1 also sets out the general hours for occasional 
licence hours.  
I would ask the Board members to include Occasional Licences within the text at para 6.4 and to 
refer to para 62 (1) (b) of the Act. 
 
Current policy: 

6.4 Having regard to the above, the Board adopts the following policies in relation to considering 
the licensed hours in applications for premises licences, or for variations of premises licences, 
within the meaning of Section 62(1)(a) of Act: 

 

Suggested wording: 
6.4 Having regard to the above, the Board adopts the following policies in relation to considering 

the licensed hours in applications for premises licences, or for variations of premises licences, 
within the meaning of Section 62(1)(a) of Act and for occasional licences within the meaning of Section 
62(1)(b) of the Act: 

 
 

Para 7.4 of the Statement of Licensing Policy requires applications for a premises licence to be 
accompanied by six additional copies of the layout plan.  With the increased use of electronic 
communications there is no longer a need for this amount of additional copies and I would ask 
Board members to consider amending para 7.4 of the Statement of Licensing Policy. 
 
Licensing (Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 - Regulation 5  

 
Current policy: 

7.4 Except as provided for in 7.3 above, an application for a premises licence must be accompanied 
by six additional copies of the layout plan. 

 

Suggested wording: 

7.4 Except as provided for in 7.3 above, an application for a premises licence must be accompanied 
by one additional copy of the layout plan. 
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Section 13 of the Licensing (Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 provide that a hearing is to be 
held no later than 42 days after the Board receives an occasional licence application.  Para 4.4.4 of 
the Statement of Licensing Policy currently delegates authority to the Convenor, Vice Convenor 
and local members to determine applications where objections or representations have been 
received and the date(s) of the event is before the date of the next meeting but the current policy 
does not delegate authority for applications that require to be decided upon by Board members 
within 42 days when this would fall before the next meeting.   
To meet the deadline set out in legislation, I would ask Board members to include this occurrence 
within the Statement of Licensing policy. 
 
Current policy: 

4.4.4 The Board has delegated powers to the Convener and Vice Convener of the Board, together 
with the local Members, to determine applications for Occasional Licences in the following 
circumstances: 

 

• where objections or representations have been received, the Chief Constable or the 
Licensing Standards Officer have recommended refusal, or the hours or activities 
proposed are outwith Board Policy; and 

 

• the date(s) of the event in respect of which the application for the Occasional Licences 
relates is before the date of the next meeting of the Board. 

In the event of a tied vote, the Convener would have the casting vote. 
 
Suggested wording: 

4.4.4 The Board has delegated powers to the Convener and Vice Convener of the Board, together 
with the local Members, to determine applications for Occasional Licences in the following 
circumstances: 

 

• where objections or representations have been received, the Chief Constable or the 
Licensing Standards Officer have recommended refusal, or the hours or activities 
proposed are outwith Board Policy; and 

 

• the date(s) of the event in respect of which the application for the Occasional Licences 
relates is before the date of the next meeting of the Board. 

 
• the date of the next meeting of the Board is more than 42 days after receipt of the 

application for the Occasional Licence. 

In the event of a tied vote, the Convener would have the casting vote. 
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An occasional licence had been issued for off-sales at a local Christmas Market but the licence 
holder sold alcohol in open containers and allowed customers to consume alcohol around the 
market site.  ‘Off-sales’ are not defined within the legislation nor the Statement of Licensing 
Policy; I would ask Board members to consider adding a general condition to all occasional licences 
at Appendix 2 of the Statement of Licensing Policy which defines Off-sales as being alcohol sold in 
sealed containers for consumption off the premises only. 
 
Suggested wording: 
 

E. Off-sales are to be sold in sealed containers for consumption off the premises 
 

Para 4.4.3 of the current Statement of Licensing Policy prescribes that “Where an applicant for an 
Occasional Licence seeks to sell alcohol for consumption both on and off the premises, then sales 
of alcohol for consumption off the premises cannot commence prior to the commencement of the 
sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises.” However, when alcohol is to be sold for 
consumption both on and off the premises, Section 56(9) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 
permits different times for on and off-sales.  I would ask the Board to consider removing para 4.4.3 
to bring the Statement of Licensing Policy in line with legislation. 
 
Current policy: 
 
4.4.3 Where an applicant for an Occasional Licence seeks to sell alcohol for consumption both on and off 
the premises, then sales of alcohol for consumption off the premises cannot commence prior to the 
commencement of the sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises. 
 
S56(9) Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005: 
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Appendix 2 of the current Statement of Licensing Policy sets out conditions that are generally 
attached to all occasional licences.  Para D of these conditions relates to events held in marquees 
and provides that “Except in the case of weddings, plastic glasses must be used instead of glass 
ones, and drinks will be poured from beer bottles etc. into plastic glasses.” 

Generally, when considering an application for any outdoor event I would ask the applicant to 
agree to the condition “all drinks to be decanted into non-glass containers at the point of sale”; to 
help satisfy the licensing objectives, in particular securing public safety, I would ask Board 
members to consider including this condition within Appendix 2 of the Statement of Licensing 
Policy for any outdoor event not just those within marquees.  

Current policy: 

D. Marquees

i. Where the premises operating under an occasional licence include a marquee, any
area adjacent to the marquee where patrons are permitted to consume drinks
outside, must be clearly defined by suitable fencing.

ii. Except in the case of weddings, plastic glasses must be used instead of glass ones,
and drinks will be poured from beer bottles etc. into plastic glasses.

Suggested wording: 

D. Marquees

ii. Where the premises operating under an occasional licence include a marquee, any
area adjacent to the marquee where patrons are permitted to consume drinks
outside, must be clearly defined by suitable fencing.

iii. Except in the case of weddings, non-glass containers must be used , and drinks will
be poured from beer bottles etc. into non-glass containers at the point of sale.

E.      Outdoor Events

Where a premises operating under an occasional licence includes an outdoor area, non-glass
containers must be used, and drinks will be poured from bottles etc into non-glass containers at the
point of sale.
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The Supplementary Statement of Licensing Policy published on 3 November 2016 sets out the 
extended hours on sale premises can trade for during the festive period and requires premises to 
have seasonal variations within their Operating Plan.  The Supplementary Statement of Licensing 
Policy does not extend to Occasional Licences and I would ask Board members to include 
Occasional Licences within the festive period extensions.   
 
Current policy: 
 
2.2 The Board’s Supplementary Licensing Policy  Statement in respect of  extended hours over 

Christmas and New Year supersedes the Policy referred to above and provides that:- 
 

(i) If Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New Years Day fall on a Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday then, on that day, the Board will permit on 
sale premises to trade for the hours provided to them in their Operating Plan for a Friday 
and Saturday night, 

 

(ii) If Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New Years Day fall on a Friday or a 

Saturday then, on that day, the Board will permit on sale premises one additional hour at 

the end of trading. However, the Board will not permit this extension of hours if it would 

result in premises trading beyond 2am. 

 

(iii) If applicants wish to take advantage of this relaxation, they should include provision 

for it in their Operating Plan, or apply for an extension of hours in terms of Sections 67 

to 70 of the Act. 
 

Suggested wording: 
 
2.2 The Board’s Supplementary Licensing Policy  Statement in respect of  extended hours over Christmas 

and New Year supersedes the Policy referred to above and provides that:- 
 

(i) If Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New Year’s Day fall on a Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday then, on that day, the Board will permit on sale 
premises to trade for the hours provided to them in their Operating Plan for a Friday and 
Saturday night, for premises operating under an occasional licence the Board will permit 
the premises to trade until 1am. 

 

(ii) If Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New Year’s Day fall on a Friday or a 
Saturday then, on that day, the Board will permit on sale premises one additional hour at 
the end of trading. However, the Board will not permit this extension of hours if it would 
result in premises trading beyond 2am, for premises operating under an occasional licence 
the Board will permit the premises to trade until 2am. 

 

(iii) If applicants wish to take advantage of this relaxation, they should include provision for it in 
their Operating Plan, or apply for an extension of hours in terms of Sections 67 to 70 of the 
Act. 
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JANET HOOD 
 
Paragraph 3 
Current Policy: 
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APPENDIX 3 TO THE CURRENT 
STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 
REFERS

MODEL LOCAL CONDITIONS - CHILDREN

1. General

The licence holder must operate the premises in accordance with the description of the premises
detailed in the licence, as approved by the Licensing Board.

2. Access to Licensed Premises (On Sales) by Children

Children and young persons will only be permitted to access and remain within on-sale licensed
premises in accordance with the details specified in the Operating Plan. In addition the following control
measures will require to be in place:-

(a) (i) WHERE FOOD IS SOLD ANCILLARY TO ALCOHOL

Children and young persons will only be permitted into licensed premises where the primary purpose
of allowing them access is to consume a meal. Children and young persons will only be permitted in
licensed premises until 9.00pm or one hour after cessation of serving of food to the individual
person or group of persons consuming the meal, whichever is the earlier.

(ii) WHERE ALCOHOL IS SOLD ANCILLARY TO FOOD I.E.
RESTAURANTS.

Children and young persons will only be permitted into licensed premises where the primary purpose
of allowing them access is to consume a meal. Children and young persons will be permitted in the
licensed premises until one hour after the cessation of serving food to the individual person or group
of persons consuming the meal.

(iii) WHERE ALCOHOL IS SOLD ANCILLARY TO A
FUNCTION/ENTERTAINMENT

Children and young persons will only be permitted into licensed premises where the primary purpose
of allowing them access is to attend a pre-booked private function or a ticketed function until the
termination of the function.

(iv) WHERE NO FOOD IS SOLD

No children under the age of 16 will be permitted into any premises and  young persons  aged  16  or  17
will  only  be  permitted  in  the licensed premises until 9.00pm.

(v) ALCOHOL SOLD IN LEISURE CLUBS ETC.

Notwithstanding the foregoing restrictions, if requested by an applicant or licence holder, the Board
may declare that it is satisfied that specific Licensed Premises (such as a family leisure club or family
orientated hotel) substantially cater for family activities and recreation involving children and young
persons. In such instances, Children and Young Persons will be permitted to remain within the
Licensed Premises during the hours when the Licensed Premises are catering for family activities and
recreation, but children will not be permitted in any bar area beyond 9:00 pm.

(vi) ALCOHOL SOLD IN PREMISES IN REMOTE AND RURAL AREAS

Notwithstanding the foregoing restrictions, if requested by an applicant or licence holder, the Board
may  declare that it is satisfied that specific Licensed Premises are located in a remote and rural area
and provide services and facilities that substantially cater for tourism. In such instances, Children and
Young Persons will be permitted access to the premises without the requirement to be taking a meal, but
children will not be permitted in any bar area beyond 9:00 pm. For the purposes of these Conditions,
remote and rural areas are defined as being within that part of the Angus Local Authority Area within the
Cairngorm National Park, or identified as Category 2 Rural Settlement Units in the Angus Local Plan
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(vii) ALCOHOL SOLD IN PRESCRIBED CLUBS 
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing restrictions, if requested by an applicant or licence holder, the Board 
may declare that it is satisfied that specific Licensed Premises qualify as a club of a prescribed 
description within the meaning of the Licensing (Clubs) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 and which is devoted 
primarily to some sporting purpose. In such instances, Children and Young Persons will be permitted to 
remain within the Licensed Premises, only if they were members of the club and solely for the 
purposes of their participation in a sporting event, but that children would not be permitted in any 
bar or other area beyond 9.00 pm. For the avoidance of doubt, the viewing of a televised sporting event is 
not a sporting event for the purposes of this condition. 
 

(b) Children and young persons are only permitted to be present in licensed 
premises seated at tables and not bar counters. 

 

(c) Children and young persons must be accompanied by and kept under 
the direct supervision of a responsible adult (not less than the age of 18) who 
must keep proper control of the children at all times. 

 

(d) The part or parts of the licensed premises where children and young persons 
are permitted should be free of gaming and/or category C amusements with 
prizes machines. 

 

(e) Gaming and category  C  amusements  with  prizes  machines should not be 
located in walkway areas and must be sited in a location where their use 
can be monitored by staff and no children or young persons will be permitted 
to operate said machines. 

 

(f) Where televisions or screens for live or pre-recorded entertainment or games 

are intended to be used in areas where children are permitted, the 

programmes or video films must be of a type suitable for family and children’s 

viewing. 

 

(g) Male and female toilets must be directly accessible from the area where 
children are allowed and remain open at all times when children are in the 
premises. 

 

(h) A children’s menu shall be made available at all times during which children 
or young persons are permitted to be on the premises. This would not be 
satisfied by the provision of soft drinks or snacks but would require to be 
plated food from a varied menu which may include sandwiches. There is no 
requirement to provide a children’s menu at a wedding or other pre-booked 
private function or ticketed function. 

 

(i) Electrical sockets within the part of parts of the premises to which children 
have access should, when not in use, have plug caps thereon. 

 

(j) Where open fires or electrical or gas fires or radiators are within part or 
parts of the premises to which children have access, it is expected that 
such fires and radiators etc. will be securely guarded. 

 

(k) Managers must ensure that stringent measures are in place to ensure that 
children or young people do not purchase or consume alcohol on the 
premises (unless such consumption by a young person is permitted in terms 
of the restricted provisions of Section 105(5) of the Act). 

 

(l) Managers must ensure that stringent measures are taken to ensure that children 
and young persons are not exposed to strong language, violence or 
disorder. 
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Paragraph 5  

  
Mandatory Conditions attached to Premises Licences 

 
 
Paragraph 6 
Current policy 

 
Scottish Government Guidance 
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Paragraph 8   
 
Current policy 
6.9 In respect of the extension of hours on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New 

Years’ Day: 
 (i) If Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New Years Day fall on a Sunday, 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday then, on that day, the Board will permit on sale 
premises to trade for the hours provided to them in their Operating Plan for a Friday and Saturday 
night, 

 
 (ii) If Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New Years Day fall on a Friday or a 

Saturday then, on that day, the Board will permit on sale premises one additional hour at the end 
of trading. However, the Board will not permit this extension of hours if it would result in premises 
trading beyond 2am. 

 
(iii) If applicants wish to take advantage of this relaxation, they should include provision for it in 
their Operating Plan, or apply for an extension of hours in terms of Sections 67 to 70 of the Act. 

 
Suggestion by Janet Hood 
 

In respect of the extension of hours on Friday and Saturdays throughout December, the Board will 
permit on sale premises one additional hour at the end of trading.  However, the Board will not 
permit this extension of hours if it would result in premises trading beyond 2am. 
 
In respect of the extension of hours on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, Hogmanay 
and New Year’s Day when they do not fall on a Friday or Saturday: 
 
(i) If Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, Hogmanay and New Year’s Day fall on a 
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday then, on that day, the Board will permit on 
sale premises to trade for the hours provided to them in their Operating Plan for a Friday and 
Saturday night, 
 

(ii) If applicants wish to take advantage of this relaxation, they should include provision for it in their 
Operating Plan, or apply for an extension of hours in terms of Sections 67 to 70 of the Act. 

 
Suggestion by Licensing Forum 
 
 In respect of the extension of hours on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New 

Year’s Day, the Board will permit on sales premises to trade until 2am on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, Hogmanay and New Year’s Day.  If applicants wish to take advantage of this 
relaxation, they should include provision for it in their Operating Plan, or apply for an extension of 
hours in terms of Section 67 to 70 of the Act. 
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Paragraph 9  
Current policy 
 

(a) (i) WHERE FOOD IS SOLD ANCILLARY TO ALCOHOL 
 
Children and young persons will only be permitted into licensed premises where the 
primary purpose of allowing them access is to consume a meal. Children and young persons 
will only be permitted in licensed premises until 9.00pm or one hour after cessation of 
serving of food to the individual person or group of persons consuming the meal, whichever 
is the earlier. 

 
Suggestion for staggered age policy 
 

(a) (i) WHERE FOOD IS SOLD ANCILLARY TO ALCOHOL 
 

Children and young persons will only be permitted into licensed premises where the 
primary purpose of allowing them access is to consume a meal. Children and young persons 
will only be permitted in licensed premises until the following times: 

 
Aged under 5 9pm 
Aged 5 – 12 10pm 
Aged 12 – 18 11pm 
 
or one hour after cessation of serving of food to the individual person or group of 
persons consuming the meal, whichever is the earlier. 

 
Paragraph 10 
 
Current policy 
 

(a) Male and female toilets must be directly accessible from the area where children are 
allowed and remain open at all times when children are in the premises. 

 
Suggested wording 

 
(a) Male and female toilets should be accessible without having to traverse an area that is not 

open to children and young persons and remain open at all times when children and young 
persons are in the premises. 

 
 
Paragraph 11 
 
Current policy 
 

(a) A children’s menu shall be made available at all times during which children or young 
persons are permitted to be on the premises. This would not be satisfied by the 
provision of soft drinks or snacks but would require to be plated food from a varied menu 
which may include sandwiches. There is no requirement to provide a children’s menu at a 
wedding or other pre-booked private function or ticketed function. 

 
Suggested relaxed wording 
 

(a) A children’s menu shall be made available. There is no requirement to provide a children’s 
menu at a wedding or other pre-booked private function or ticketed function. 
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ALCOHOL FOCUS SCOTLAND 
 
Page 4 Paragraph 3 
 
2.4  To assist applicants, the Board will publish, on the Board’s web pages, procedural guidance on 

how it will handle applications and details of the fees applicable to each type of application. 

 
Page 4  paragraph 5  
Current policy 

 
Suggested wording 

 
 
Page 5 Paragraph 3  
Suggested wording 

4.4.4 The Angus Licensing Board acknowledges that the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 does not provide 
regulations on the type of event an occasional licence may apply to.  However, the Board will 
generally look to the applicant to demonstrate that the occasional licence is required for a special 
event.  This is to avoid the occasional licence process being used as a means to circumvent the full 
(premises) licence process.  Notwithstanding this, the Board will consider and determine each 
application on its own merits. 

 
Alcohol Focus Scotland - Alcohol Outlet Availability and Harm in Angus.   
Page 4 

  
Figure 1 – Alcohol-related Hospital Statistics – Angus from http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-
Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2017-11-21/visualisation.asp accessed 29 May 2018. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2017-11-21/visualisation.asp
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2017-11-21/visualisation.asp
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Alcohol Outlet Availability and Harm in Angus  
April 2018  
          

 

 

This document sets out the findings from research by Alcohol Focus Scotland (AFS) and the Centre for 
Research on Environment, Society and Health (CRESH), which investigated whether alcohol-related 
health harm (hospitalisations and deaths) and crime rates across Scotland were related to the local 
availability of alcohol outlets.  The relationship between income deprivation and alcohol outlet 
availability was also examined.   

Contents 
Introduction ............................................................................................................................................. 2 

Alcohol Outlet Availability in Angus .......................................................................................................... 2 

Alcohol-Related Health Harm and Crime in Angus ..................................................................................... 4 

Alcohol-Related Death Rates and Alcohol Outlet Availability ..................................................................... 5 

Alcohol-Related Hospitalisation Rates and Alcohol Outlet Availability ....................................................... 5 

Crime Rates and Alcohol Outlet Availability .............................................................................................. 5 

Income Deprivation and Alcohol Outlet Availability ................................................................................... 6 

Interpreting the Findings .......................................................................................................................... 7 

Methodology ........................................................................................................................................... 8 

 
 

  

Key findings  

 Angus is ranked 10th out of 30 local authority areas for alcohol outlet availability in 
Scotland (8th for on-sales and 22nd for off-sales outlets).  

 Crime rates in the neighbourhoods with the most alcohol outlets were 3.8 times higher 
than in neighbourhoods with the least. 

 The link between alcohol outlet availability and harm was found even when other possible 
explanatory factors, such as age, sex, urban/rural status and levels of income deprivation, 
had been taken into account.  

 The most deprived neighbourhoods had 5.9 times the number of alcohol outlets than the 

least deprived neighbourhoods. 

 The total number of alcohol outlets in Angus decreased by 4 (1.2%) from 343 in 2012 to 

339 in 2016.   
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Introduction 
Alcohol availability refers to the ease of access to alcohol, whether to drink on the premises (e.g. 
pubs, clubs or restaurants) or to drink off the premises (e.g. shops and supermarkets).  Alcohol 
availability includes the number, capacity and opening hours of alcohol outlets.  Studies from other 
countries have consistently found an association between alcohol availability and alcohol-related 
problems, particularly outlet availability (the number of alcohol outlets in a given area).  Previous 
research carried out in 2014 by this research team (the Centre for Research on Environment, Society 
and Health at the Universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow) suggests that this relationship is also true 
for Scotland.  This profile provides a summary of the updated analysis for Angus.  A Scotland profile 
is also available. 
 

Information was gathered on the number of places selling alcohol, health harms and crime rates 
within neighbourhoods across the whole of Scotland and for each local authority area. Researchers 
compared data zones (small areas representing neighbourhoods that have between 500 and 1000 
residents) to see if there was a relationship between the number of alcohol outlets in a 
neighbourhood and the rates of alcohol-related deaths and hospitalisations.  The profiles also 
consider, for the first time, the relationships between alcohol outlet availability and crime and 
deprivation rates.     
 

Alcohol Outlet Availability in Angus 
Alcohol outlet availability within neighbourhoods 
Alcohol outlet availability was calculated by measuring the number of outlets within 800m 
(approximately a ten minute walk) of each data zone (neighbourhood)’s population centre.  There are 
155 neighbourhoods in Angus.  The average number of outlets for each neighbourhood was 
calculated to obtain ranks for outlet availability for all local authority areas within Scotland (with the 
area ranked 1st having the highest availability and 30th the lowest availability).       
 

Angus is ranked 10th out of 30 local authority areas for alcohol outlet availability in Scotland (8th 
for on-sales and 22nd for off-sales outlets).  In Angus, in 2016: 
 

 

 There were 339 alcohol outlets: 252 on-sales and 87 off-sales outlets.   

 Neighbourhoods had between 0 and 56 alcohol outlets within 800m of the population 
centre.   

 Neighbourhoods had an average of 12.3 alcohol outlets within 800m of the population 
centre, compared to the Scottish average of 16.8 outlets.  25% of neighbourhoods had 
total outlet availability higher than the Scottish average.  

 Neighbourhoods had an average of 8.9 on-sales outlets within 800m of the population 
centre, compared to the Scottish average of 11.4 outlets.  25% of neighbourhoods had on-
sales outlet availability higher than the Scottish average. 

 Neighbourhoods had an average of 3.4 off-sales outlets within 800m of the population 
centre, compared to the Scottish average of 5.4 outlets.  27% of neighbourhoods had off-
sales outlet availability higher than the Scottish average. 

 

Angus has an alcohol outlet availability lower than Scotland as a whole.  For a more complete 
picture, it is also useful to compare alcohol outlet availability between neighbourhoods within the 
local authority.  This can be done by using the CRESH WebMap, as demonstrated in the next section.       

http://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/media/65042/Alcohol-outlet-density-and-harm-report.pdf
http://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/media/65042/Alcohol-outlet-density-and-harm-report.pdf
http://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/campaigns-policy/availability-and-licensing/alcohol-outlet-availability/
https://creshmap.com/shiny/alcoholtobacco/
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Angus Outlet Availability Map 
Using the WebMap available at https://creshmap.com/shiny/alcoholtobacco/, alcohol and outlet 
availability (or ‘density’) can be mapped for data zones across Scotland.  This can be done for on-
sales, off-sales, and total outlets. Options are to compare against the Scottish average, the 
rural/urban average, local authority average or deprivation average for each data zone.     

 

The map below shows the total alcohol outlet availability within 800m of the data zone population 
centre for each neighbourhood within Angus.  The areas are colour-coded depending on how they 
compared with the average outlet availability for neighbourhoods within Angus.        
 

 
 
Data on each neighbourhood’s alcohol availability can also be downloaded from the WebMap, 
alongside information on alcohol-related mortality, alcohol-related hospitalisations, crime rate and 
income deprivation.  

  

https://creshmap.com/shiny/alcoholtobacco/
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Alcohol outlet availability in Angus from 2012 to 2016 
The change in the number of alcohol outlets within the local authority area was examined.   

 

 The total number of alcohol outlets decreased by 4 (1.2%) from 343 in 2012 to 339 in 
2016.  This is in contrast to the 2.9% increase found across Scotland as a whole. 

 The number of on-sales outlets decreased by 14 (5.3%) from 266 in 2012 to 252 in 2016.  
This is in contrast to the 1.5% increase found across Scotland as a whole. 

 The number of off-sales outlets increased by 10 (13%) from 77 in 2012 to 87 in 2016.  This 
is a much larger increase than that found across Scotland as a whole (6.4%). 

 
To take account of any changes in population over time, changes in alcohol outlet availability were 
calculated per 10,000 adult population: 

 

 The total number of alcohol outlets per adult population decreased by 2.3%.  This is in 
contrast to the 0.6% increase found across Scotland as a whole. 

 The number of on-sales outlets per adult population decreased by 6.3%.  This is a much 
larger reduction than the 0.8% decrease found across Scotland as a whole. 

 The number of off-sales outlets per adult population increased by 11.7%.  This is a much 
larger increase than that found across Scotland as a whole (4%). 

 
 
 

Alcohol-Related Health Harm and Crime in Angus 
The study looked at the relationship between alcohol outlet availability and alcohol-related deaths, 
alcohol-related hospitalisations and crime.    

 
 

 Angus has an annual average of 21.2 alcohol-related deaths for those aged 20 and over 
(from 2011-2016).  This is equivalent to 18.2 deaths per 100,000 adults, which is 17% 
lower than the Scottish rate of 21.8 deaths per 100,000 adults.  

 The local authority has an average hospitalisation rate ratio for neighbourhoods of 53.7, 
which is 46% lower than the ratio for Scotland of 100.   

 Angus’s average neighbourhood crime rate is 251.5 crimes per 10,000 population, which 
is 24% lower than the Scottish average of 331.2 per 10,000 population.         
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Alcohol-Related Death Rates and Alcohol Outlet Availability 
In Angus, alcohol-related deaths were higher in neighbourhoods with the most places to buy 

alcohol compared to neighbourhoods with the least. None of these relationships were found to be 

statistically significant. 

 

When looking at areas smaller than the whole of Scotland, a number of factors can influence if a 

statistically significant relationship is found.  In addition, deaths are rare events that are particularly 

difficult to analyse in areas with relatively small populations (see Interpreting the Findings for more 

detail).  

 

Crucially, the Scotland-wide association between alcohol outlet availability and alcohol-related 

deaths was statistically significant, with alcohol-related deaths rates in neighbourhoods with the 

most outlets double those in neighbourhoods with the least. 

 

 

 

Alcohol-Related Hospitalisation Rates and Alcohol Outlet Availability  
In Angus, alcohol-related hospitalisations were higher in neighbourhoods with the most places to 

buy alcohol compared to areas with the least. None of these relationships were found to be 

statistically significant. 

 

When looking at areas smaller than the whole of Scotland, a number of factors can influence if a 

statistically significant relationship is found (see Interpreting the Findings section for more detail). 

 

Crucially, the Scotland-wide association between alcohol outlet availability and alcohol-related 

hospitalisations was statistically significant, with alcohol-related hospitalisation rates in 

neighbourhoods with the most outlets almost double those in neighbourhoods with the least. 

 

 

 

Crime Rates and Alcohol Outlet Availability 
In Angus, a statistically significant relationship was found between alcohol outlet availability and 

crime rates: neighbourhoods with more places to buy alcohol had higher crime rates than 

neighbourhoods with the least.   
 

The data used was from the Crime Domain of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, which 

includes crimes of violence, sexual offences, domestic house breaking, vandalism, drug offences and 

common assault.  The data however does not record whether the perpetrators of crime had 

consumed alcohol and excludes some offences which are commonly associated with alcohol 

consumption, such as breach of the peace, or anti-social behaviour.  
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Crime rates were associated with the number of all types of alcohol outlets (total, on-sales and 
off-sales): 
 
 Crime rates in the neighbourhoods with the most alcohol outlets were 3.8 times higher 

than in neighbourhoods with the least. 

 Crime rates in the neighbourhoods with the most on-sales outlets were 4.1 times higher 

than in neighbourhoods with the least. 

 Crime rates in the neighbourhoods with the most off-sales outlets were 2.1 times higher 

than in neighbourhoods with the least. 

  

The above relationships were found even when other explanatory factors were accounted for, namely 

urban/rural status of the neighbourhoods and level of income deprivation.  This means that the 

association between outlet availability and crime rate is not explained by more crime being 

committed in more urban or deprived areas.  
 

Income Deprivation and Alcohol Outlet Availability 
Angus has an average income deprivation rate for neighbourhoods of 9.7%.  This is 22% lower than 
the Scottish average of 12.5%.  Data for income deprivation were obtained from the Scottish Index 
of Multiple Deprivation 2016 Income Domain, which is represented as a percentage of the total 
population in receipt of benefits.  More information on this measure is available in the Methodology 
section.    
 

In Angus, a statistically significant relationship was found between alcohol outlet availability and 
degree of income deprivation: the most deprived neighbourhoods had more places to buy alcohol 
than the least deprived neighbourhoods. 
 

 

A difference in the number of all types of alcohol outlets (total, on-sales and off-sales) was found 
between the most deprived and least deprived neighbourhoods: 
 
 The most deprived neighbourhoods had 5.9 times the number of alcohol outlets than the 

least deprived neighbourhoods. 

 The most deprived neighbourhoods had 6 times the number of on-sales outlets than the 

least deprived neighbourhoods. 

 The most deprived neighbourhoods had 5.5 times the number of off-sales outlets than the 

least deprived neighbourhoods. 

 

The above relationships were found even when other explanatory factors were accounted for, namely 

population levels.  This means that the association between outlet availability and income 

deprivation is not explained by the size of populations in a neighbourhood.  
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Interpreting the Findings 
The relationship between alcohol outlet availability and health and social harms 
The strong relationship found in Scotland between the number of alcohol outlets, crime rates and 
alcohol-related health outcomes suggests that the local availability of alcohol may influence drinking 
behaviours and associated alcohol-related problems.  This relationship meets the criteria of statistical 
tests and is termed statistically significant.  Judgements as to statistical significance of each result 
were made throughout by applying a 95% significance level (p<0.05).  
 
These results agree with findings from other studies in Scotland and beyond showing that there is an 
association between alcohol outlet availability and many types of health and social harms, such as 
violence, hospital attendance, underage drinking, and drink driving.  See Section 5 of the Alcohol 
Focus Scotland Licensing Resource Pack for more detailed evidence.   
 
A relationship was found between outlet availability and harm in both urban and rural areas 
There is a significant relationship between outlet availability and harm in both the urban and the rural 
areas of Scotland. However, in some very rural local authorities (e.g. Orkney Islands, Shetland Islands 
and Eilean Siar) no statistically significant relationship between alcohol outlet availability and alcohol-
related health harm was found. These areas have relatively low population and fewer data zones, 
which can make it difficult to find a statistical relationship between any two factors. 
 
Other explanatory factors were taken into account 
When assessing whether there is a relationship between alcohol outlet availability and harm, a 
number of other factors that may explain the results were taken into account in the analysis.   When 
looking at whether alcohol outlet availability was related to alcohol-related deaths, alcohol-related 
hospitalisations and crime, the degree of income deprivation and the rural/urban status of the area 
were taken into account.  For alcohol-related deaths and hospitalisations, the analysis also took into 
account the age and sex demographics of the population.  This means that the relationships found 
are not explained by levels of deprivation, how populated an area is, or the demographics of the 
population.  When looking at the relationship between income deprivation and outlet availability, 
population levels were taken in account.  This means that the relationships found are not explained 
by the size of populations in a neighbourhood.      
 
Factors affecting whether a statistically significant relationship can be found 
When looking at areas smaller than the whole of Scotland a number of factors can influence if a 
statistically significant relationship is found.  Being able to assess whether there is a relationship 
depends on the ability to compare areas of high alcohol outlet availability with areas of low 
availability.  At a national level, there is sufficient variation in the number of alcohol outlets across 
the country to be able to make this comparison. However, within some local authorities, where the 
alcohol outlet availability is more evenly spread across the area, there may not be enough variation 
in exposure to outlet availability to enable a comparison.  In addition, if the whole area is over-
supplied then it will not be possible to detect a difference between one locality and another.   
 
For the smaller local authority areas it can be difficult to find a statistical relationship between outlet 
availability and harm if there are too few neighbourhoods. For example, both Clackmannanshire and 
the Islands authority areas have less than 100 neighbourhood areas.  In addition, outlet availability 
tells us something about the amount of alcohol available in an area but there are also other factors 
such as the size of the premises, level of alcohol sales, the opening hours and how far people travel 
to buy alcohol.  

http://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/media/291077/afs-licensing-resource-pack.pdf
http://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/media/291077/afs-licensing-resource-pack.pdf
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Deaths in particular are rare events that are especially difficult to analyse in areas with relatively small 
populations.  In addition to this, mortality data was only available for a 6 year period, compared to 
the 10 year period available for the previous analysis; the boundaries of data zones changed between 
2012 and 2016, limiting the number of years of death data that could be included.  For this reason, 
coupled with falling mortality in general, the number of deaths analysed are small in some local 
authorities.  
 
Whilst taking all of these factors into account, not finding a statistically significant relationship 
between alcohol outlet availability and harm may simply be because there is no relationship within 
that area. 
 
Developing the most accurate picture of alcohol availability 
The number of alcohol outlets in an area tells us something about the amount of alcohol available in 
an area but there are other factors that affect how readily accessible alcohol is.  For example, the size 
of the premises (a supermarket will provide a greater volume and variety of alcohol than a small 
corner shop), the opening hours of the premises and how far people travel to buy alcohol. Currently, 
the number of alcohol outlets is the only information available for the whole of Scotland.   
 
If more detailed information on the alcohol capacity of premises, their opening hours, alcohol sales 
and the catchment of the customers were collected this would enable further improvements in our 
understanding of the relationship between alcohol outlet availability and alcohol-related harm.  Even 
without this more detailed information, a clear and statistically significant relationship between the 
availability of alcohol outlets and alcohol-related harm was found for Scotland as a whole.  
 

Methodology 
Summary 
We investigated whether alcohol outlet availability was associated with alcohol-related health 
outcomes (hospitalisations and deaths) and overall crime rates for Scottish data zones.  This analysis 
builds on previous research, updating analysis of the relationship between alcohol outlet availability 
and harm in Scotland using more recent outlet availability, mortality and hospitalisation data.  It also 
expands the analysis of alcohol-related harms to include crime data, and assesses whether the 
availability of alcohol outlets found in Scottish neighbourhoods is related to the degree of income 
deprivation in these areas.  This builds upon analysis published in 2015, using a similar methodology.  
 

Geographical units 
The data zone is the key small-area (neighbourhood) geographical unit used by the Scottish 
Government in the dissemination of official statistics, with populations of between 500 and 1000.  
There are 6,976 data zones in Scotland; the data zones used were devised for the 2011 census.  
Differences for data zones were compared across Scotland as a whole, and within 30 local authority 
areas.  Twenty-nine of the local authority areas in place since 1996 were used.  The three island local 
authorities (Shetland Islands, Orkney Islands and Eilean Siar) were grouped together as separately 
they have too few data zones to be able to carry out these analyses.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/media/65042/Alcohol-outlet-density-and-harm-report.pdf
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-015-2321-1
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Alcohol outlet availability 
The locations of outlets licensed to sell alcohol for consumption on the premises (on-sales) and off 
the premises (off-sales) were obtained in 2016 from each local licensing board.  The datasets were 
checked for errors (e.g. duplications), resulting in verified locations for 11,522 on-sales alcohol outlets 
and 5,107 off-sales outlets.  Outlets selling alcohol for consumption both on and off the premises 
were counted as on-sales outlets.  The resulting dataset corresponds closely with official figures 
(counts by local authority) from the Scottish Liquor Licensing Statistics 2015-16. 
   
Alcohol outlet availability was measured for 
each data zone as the number of on-sales, off-
sales, or total outlets within 800m of the 
population centre of the data zone (800m 
represents a 10-minute walk at average pace). 
This 800m zone (area 2.0 km2) was assumed to 
represent the typical neighbourhood 
experienced by the population of a data zone.  
 
The example in Figure 5 shows that a circle with 
a radius of 800m around this data zone’s 
population centre (red star) contains 73 on-
sales outlets: including a number within 
neighbouring data zones. Data zones were 
grouped into five availability groups, from 
lowest (group 1) to highest (group 5).  The 
highest availability group contains the 5% of 
data zones with the greatest outlet availability. 
Groups 2-4 were defined by dividing the 
remaining data zones into four groups 
containing equal numbers of neighbourhoods 
based on rank of outlet availability. 
 
For very rural areas, where the population is widely dispersed across the data zone, this measure 
might be a less accurate representation of numbers of outlets that are easily accessible.        
 

Analysis 
Multivariate regression models were used to assess whether alcohol outlet availability was related to 
alcohol-related deaths, alcohol-related hospitalisations and crime within data zones, independent of 
the degree of income deprivation in the areas and their rural/urban status.  For both alcohol-related 
deaths and hospitalisations, the analysis also took into account the age and sex structure of the 
population.  The models estimated the risk of alcohol-related harms in each of the outlet availability 
groups relative to a reference group, the group containing the neighbourhoods with the lowest outlet 
availability. 

 
In testing the relationship between outlet availability and income deprivation, a bivariate analysis was 
used to compare the mean alcohol outlet availability rates per 10,000 population over 18 years old 
in groups of data zones with different levels of income deprivation.  The ‘high’ and ‘low’ income 
deprivation groups of areas compared in the analysis contained the fifth of data zone areas with the 
greatest and least income deprivation.   
 

Figure 7. Calculating alcohol outlet availability for a data zone 
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Population 
Data zone population data was used in the analysis of the relationship between outlet availability and 
income deprivation, and between outlet availability and alcohol-related deaths.  Population data 
from the National Records of Scotland was used to describe data zone populations from 2011-2016. 
 
Mortality 
The mortality data were supplied by the National Records of Scotland. These data were given for data 
zones for the period 2011-2016 combined.  The time period was set due to the availability of 
population estimates at 2011 data zone level.  The definition of an alcohol-related death is based on 
International Classification of Diseases codes, and the 2006 National Statistics definition of alcohol-
related deaths.   
 
Hospitalisations 
The hospitalisations data were extracted from the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2016 Health 
Domain.  SIMD alcohol-related hospitalisation was based upon the number of continuous inpatient 
stays, 2011-2014, with a diagnosis of an alcohol-related condition.   Hospitalisations are represented 
for each data zone as a ratio of the number of hospitalisations recorded in the data zone relative to 
the number that would have been ‘expected’ based upon the average rates for Scotland, standardised 
by age and sex.   
 
Crime 
The crime data were extracted from the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2016 Crime Domain. 
Crimes included in the domain are crimes of violence, sexual offences, domestic house breaking, 
vandalism, drug offences and common assault recorded during 2014-15, per 10,000 population.   
 
Income Deprivation 
Data for income deprivation were obtained from the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2016 
Income Domain.  The Income Domain is a count of the number of people claiming selected means-
tested benefits in 2013-14 and 2015 divided by the total population in 2014. It is therefore a 
percentage of the total population in receipt of benefits.  The benefit data originates from the 
Department of Work and Pensions and HMRC. 
 
Urban/Rural 
The urban/rural status of data zones were defined using the Scottish Government 6 Fold Urban Rural 
Classification.  In this analysis the six classifications were combined into three categories ‘urban’ 
(combining ‘large urban areas’ and ‘other urban areas’), ‘small towns’ (combining ‘accessible small 
towns’ and ‘remote small town’) and ‘rural’ (combining ‘accessible rural’ and ‘remote rural’).
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/alcohol-related-deaths/coverage-of-the-statistics
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/alcohol-related-deaths/main-points
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/SIMD
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/SIMD
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/SIMD
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/About/Methodology/UrbanRuralClassification
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/About/Methodology/UrbanRuralClassification
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