APPENDIX 1

Scott McFarlane

Angus Council

Please accept my e-petition and handwritten petition sheets regarding the renaming of Cumberland Close in
Kirriemuir. Firstly, this petition is not politically motivated nor influenced by any other individual or party.

I have spent many hours researching this subject and concluded that this name was chosen and paid for, like
many others in Kirriemuir in 1909. | have enclosed many interesting facts and the timeline of the changes that
were bought and paid for by a native of Kirriemuir.

The source of my information was obtained from books, Angus archives and the local library.

In my submission paperwork you will find the name John Gordon, born Kirriemuir 1854. John Gordon headed
south, became successful and went on to become the Conservative Lord mayor of Leeds, this man chose to
change various street names on return to his native Kirriemuir and paid the town counail for the pleasure.

| believe his motivation to change the name to Cumberfand Close was, to honour the memory of Butcher
Cumberland and remind the townsfolk of his presence in Kirriemuir.

I do hope you read all the paperwork | have submitted, as well as the article from the National newspaper. The
National ran two articles on the subject and The Courier also printed a sympathetic article. Both publications
have asked me to keep them updated on my progress.

I met with my MP Dave Doogan and he agreed with what | was doing and wished me luck. Dave Doogan also
mentioned that this could be funded from the Kirriemuir and Dean common good fund.

| propose to rename this location Visocchi’s close, in honour of the Visocchi family who served the wee red
toon for nearly 80 years. The family who still own 6 Cumberland Close have given me their blessing. | also
have the signatures of Michael and Elena Visocchi on my petition. Michael and Elena were the last in the
family to trade in the ice cream parlour. At no point have the Visocchi family approached me, rather |
approached them with my suggestion.

At present we have a close in Kirriemuir named after a mass murderer which is a scar on the face of our town.
We do not need a reminder of this man and his truly awful crimes against humanity. In stark contrast we have
the Visocchi family, Italian immigrants who brought their customs and culture to Kirriemuir in 1930. The
Visocchi family brought joy, employment and happiness to the town and it would be fitting to remember
them for their significant contribution to Kirriemuir over many years. The Visocchi family were an integral part
of the square in Kirriemuir serving the public with their cafeteria, famous ice cream, fish and chips and even a
500 seat cinema. The Visocchi family were a very charitable and kind family and their soda fountain served as a
youth club for generations of children and teenagers for many generations. the inclusivity of the population of
Kirriemuir also played a part in the welcoming of the Visocchi family and many warm relationships were
formed with the family over the years.

I would urge you to consider this change of street name and look forward to hearing from you in future.

Yours sincerely

Scott McFarlane












Sandy Whitecross, a native, who became an ardeuy

apostle and intimate friend of the reformer Joha Knox, 3 EXTRACT
quartered here on his arrival. Afterwards he was stoned

!
to death by the Popish mob whom he endeavoured to eon«
FROM

vert to the faith he had espoused in 1649, '

It was also graced (?) by the presence of the Duke of Cume
berland while on his butchering carcer here during the
Rebellion of 1745,

A good deal of the switch-back sensation is experiencud
while doing Thrums. *The T'nowe-heid ” is down and then
up, by way of the Tannage Brae—the house of Jamie
Doneldson, “ Kirrie’s oracle.”

St. Maleolm’s Wynd (Airlie Street) leads on to Back
Wynd (Reformn Street). The Manse Close is allied to the
past by its connection with the ingenious David Sands.
He was so skilful a weaver that he wove three shirts with-
out a seam. He completely finished them in the loom,
with buttons, button-holes, hemming aund stitching, also
putting ruffles on them. One was sent to the Kine
Charles 1., another to the Duke of Athol, and the third to
the Society for Encouraging Arts and Manufactures, The
whole benefit he reaped was £5. He also wove cloth for
staymakers, double and stitched, thus saving every pary
of their labour, except shaping and puttivg in the whale.
bone.

In 1798 a Company of Volunteers was raised here, which
was commanded by Captain James Sands (James, great
grandson to David), with Messrs Douglas and Couper as
Lieutenants. When the Duke of Portland’s letter was
read to the men by their Captain they answered the request
it contained with three cheers, and an offer of their ser-

vices to any part of Great Britain, or wheresoever their
officers would lead them !
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EXCERPT FromM

ThE REGAL\TY

OF KiRRIEMUIR

ALAN REID

310 KIRRIEMUIR

Inold days this entire western section of the 4

a nest of small public-houscs, workshops, ang b:.:,n"‘
with their attendant kilns, some of which are remeg -Seans
their names in certain portions of the locality. Miliar's b
a title borrowed as in many other cases from an m:ne.
prominent occupicr, was known of old as Buria} W }1:;.
Funerals from the west approached the Parish Churchyarg
by this narrow avenue, and many a funeral party

their woes within its old Gairie Inn when their mouny

were over. This ancient hostelry is still in use
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Follows the route of the Gairie Burn from the
Denhead to the Old Forfar Road.

LINEAR PATH

Between Glamis Road and Slade Road. Named
after the Lindsay manufacturers who owned TL.INDSAY STRE ET :
most of the property. The 1862 VR shows that |
James Lindsay (Sen. & Jnr.) had 24 rtenants;

Henry Lindsay (Wester Logie) had 13 tenants; Alexander Lindsay and David Lindsay had \

14 tenants between them.

From High Street to Crofthead in 1851 Census

LINDSAY'S CLOSE (site of the Old Gairie Inn) see also Millar’s i

Wynd. Now known as Cumberland Close.

IOWEHEAD
CRESCENT

~op store in Clamis Road, was : amenity ground of Lisden House. s X
GARDENS

Houses built off Brechin Road in former garden LISDEN 1
i ]
0’s and 70’s and started to offer — R __ ;

Farm off the Westmuir Road.
ground running along the north
‘iemuir to Meikle Mill road.

Houses built 2007. This is the first street name
J in the district to apply the word WAY however it
is appropriate, as it lies not far off the line of the
Roman via which passed through on its route
past the Cloack Mill to the camp at Inverquharity.

SURE CENTRE

—o— |

— 1989.

(The), Southmuir - A path from the Dykies o

James Lennie, were the landlords LITI'LE RO ADIE Glamis Road.

) of the Crown Hotel. The Crown
4 its name to the Ogilvy Arms in

(also known as the Narrow Roods). Lower part

of the Roods from High Street. Home of Star ITTLE ROODS

?
- Rock shap since 1833. —d
LILYBANK ——
= ‘ ) At the junction of the Glengate and Cortachy B
: Road. Takes its name from the mill at the top of LOCH MILL i
ade of Brae, between Brechin the Den and would have been water driven from _ ]

arywell Brae. Now converted to ' theoutflow from Kinnordy Loch. The millladeis
still visible below the Coffin Brig. Mentioned in 1841 Census. Houses built 1961 to 1998.
See Distillery. ,




GEORGE PLACE

GILLESPIE’S
CLOSE

the Visocchi's.

W £ Gladstone of Fasque.

GILLESPIE'S LANE

These were 4 cottages at West Town End (Part of
Claypit or Claypit acre according to a pre-1887
Sasine). The houses were built in the 1880’ and
named after the PM of the time - Prime Minister

Southmuir - From the Moon, southward towards
the neighbouring village of Glamis. BUILDINGS
Window in Thrums; St Andrew’s Church built
1903; Webster’s Seminary built 1836, closed
2000-1; burnt down 2006 & demolished 2007; and South Parish Church built 1836. The
building erected in 1853 (appears to have only beena jail from about 1885 to 1895) prior 10
the Reform St Police Station being opened. See Webster’s Seminary.

GLASSWELL'S
CAIRN

the east side of the town

GLEBE

This was in the Brechin Road vicinity according
to a Scouting Certificate of 1910.

This was another name for Cumberland Close
and Lindsay’s Close, The street took its name
from David Gillespie, the publican of the Old
Gairie Inn. David Gillespie moved out from

here about 1880, to his New Gairie Inn at the corner of School Wynd and Marywell Brae.
His daughter and son-in-law Mr Jack Graham carried on the New Gairie Inn for a2 number
of years. See the dated lintel, which came from the Old Gairie Inn, at the back door of

Probably the same as Gillespie’s Close.

GL A\DST()\J E

Boundary marker at the western boundary
(Herdhill) of the estate of Glasswell and
Tarbirns.

Possibly Glas-bhaile, green fermtoun, farm on ) i
’ : GLASSWELL 1

(The) - North of Reform Street (Now Rosefield
Gardens) including the grounds of Day Care. 4
acres of ground to the north of Reform Street,
from the Roods in the west including the Manse

(now Glebe House) to Glebe Terrace on Brechin Road.
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of considerable antiquity; but the date of its charter of erection is unknown.”

it is a source of pride that Kirriemarians have aiways regarded the old names as part of their
heritage and it is in that spirit that we seek to record many of the old names and attempt 10
explain the origins of some of the more recent ones as well.

We are not the first to be concerned with the recording of the names.

It is interesting to note from an article re-published in the ‘Kirriemuir Observer’ on 2 January
1925, that the Street Names of the town of Kirrie were “painted on glass” way back in 1866.

BACK TQO THE CLD NAME
Then in September 1909, the Town Council received a suggestion from Mr John Gordon, ex

Mayor of Leeds, but a native born on 12 November 1854 in Kirriemuir, to revert to the old names
of the streets in Kirriemuir, and should they agree 1o this, he would defray all expenses connected

therewith.

The Town Council accepted the offer and the changes made were as follows: -
The Roods instead of Roods Street;
Tillyloss for Newton Bank
Schoolwynd for James Street
Marywell Brae for Marywell Street
Bellies Brae for Baillie Street
Tannage Brae for Bridge Street
Glengate and Denhead for Glengate Street
St. Malcolm’s Wynd for Airlie Street
Seceder’s Close for Kirk Close
and

Crofthead for Croft Terrace.

STREET
o RIRRTEMuIR. S DAVID ORR

OLD NAME

NEW NAME

Alphat
in

ADAM GEOR(

3

Northmuir - Off Shielt
for ‘retired country fol
just after Northmuir
Burgh Boundary .

AIRLIE §(

referred to in a Sasine
fFenton of Airlie Squat

AIRLIE ¢

ALMSE

Off The Roods, abc
the property of Jan
1884 Valuation Roll

ANDERSO

Northmuir - Off Ar

Northmuir - Be
Cortachy Road.




Off Tannage Brae. 84 residents in the
1871 Census.

CROFTHEAD or
CT} {EAD

Northmuir - Shown in 1881 census, probably
Jed between Shielhill Road and Cortachy Road.

CROSS STREET

Between High Street and Crofthead it was
known in the 1850’ as Lindsay’s Close. Site
of “Old Gairie Inn.” The Duke of Cumberland
(*Butcher’ of Culloden) is reputed 1o have stayed
for one night in this old inn when he was in the area searching for refugees in the glens after
the fateful fight - hence the name. See also Gillespie's Close.

CUMBERLAND
CLOSE

It was a favourite trysting place in 2 wooded
dell in the Den by the Gairie Burn, at the head
of the Den. Colin Sievewright (1819-1894) in
his poem “The Banks of Gairy” says:

CUTTLE WELL

“When early summer’s verdant smile
Bedecks the woody dell,
Where flows the Gairy’s little stream,
Where springs the Cuttle Well.
The streamiet sparkles in the sun,
The ivy evergreen
Climbs o’er the rocks, and adds it rich
Dark beauty to the scene.

A little further up the stream,

His grandsons show us still
The place where fived in former days
The miller of Clock mill;

And here, ‘tis said, the Roman hosts
Displayed their burnished spears
When marching to the north to crush
The hardy mountaineers.”

Complimentary  name for houses at
Quarrybank.

DAISY BANK

|

or Damie. Farm off of R
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Stones of Balmuckety™ !
the road from this farm
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railway was being laid.
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LORD MAYORS OF TRE CITY OF LEEDS

17:04 !
Lord Mayor (party
Municipal nomination -
= $
year electoral ward if
councillor)
Sir James Kitson,
1897-1898 | |MP for Colne Valley,
(1892 {Lib) Tk GormboN
Thomas Walter ‘ SR ;
1898-1899 | (vATivE oF KirRiEnyin)
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1901-1902
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Arthur Currer Briggs CumBeRWWD CLOSE
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tive that we do the right thing and erase the location name.

The memorial flagstone that honours the 3 local men who were awarded the VC for fighting for good
even more impera

against evil, 1914-1918, 1939 - 1945.
This memorial sits below one of the 3 signs paying homage to Cumberiand. | believe this makes it
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