
16

Age Range : Under 16 16 - 24 25 - 34 35 - 44 45 - 54 55 - 64 65 - 74 Over 75

Dear Future Forfar

Lots of Love

My fondest memory of Forfar is

My favourite place in Forfar is because

I hope that in the future Forfar will

Often in community consultations people 

tend to be more inclined to highlight what 

they do not like about their place before 

they say the what is good about it. There is 

always a danger of arriving at a negative 

perception and missing important assets 

that can be supported and developed.  

First and foremost, in establishing a vision 

for the future of Forfar Town Centre it was 

important to uncover what people valued 

in the town centre and how they wished to 

see this develop in the future.   

These two early exercises in the charrette, 

Postcard to Future Forfar and Values & 

Aspirations, were important in setting the 

tone and goal for the workshops. 

(See appendices at the end of report.)

Values & Aspirations
Charrette Materials

Section 4Section 4on 4
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F

Personalise me
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Farmers’ Market Pedestrianised 
ZoneStreet Furniture

Outdoor Festival
Shared Surfaces

The impressions, thoughts, attitudes and 

opinions gathered in the pre-charrette 

engagements were organised into map 

markers ahead of the charrette to highlight 

the locations of the town centre that they 

referred to. 

There were clear recurring themes and 

some contradictions. During the charrette 

period these comments were used as useful 

material for participants to respond to and 

stimulating focused conversations. 

(See appendices for Activity 2.)

Participants’ Comments: Business & Tourism

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Towns

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Business Workshop

Visualising Impressions
Charrette Materials

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database
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m

scape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Business Workshop

Business Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Business Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Business Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement

e right 2016. All rights reserved. 100023404.
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Participants’ Comments: Business & Tourism

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Business Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2016. All rights reserved. 100023404.
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Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Business Workshop

Business Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Business Workshop

Business Workshop
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Forfar Town Centre
Participants’ Comments: Townscape

F

“Pedestrianise Myre Road, 
make it greener, a space 

for markets”
Townscape Workshop

“We should pedestrianise 
Castle Street”

Pre-Charrette Engagement

“The pavements on Castle 
Street are very narrow”

Townscape Workshop

“What will happen to this space 
once the leisure centre goes?”

Pre-Charrette Engagement

“This could be an 
entrance to the Myre”

Townscape Workshop

“This car park is essential”
Townscape Workshop

“This car park could be 
made more attractive”

Townscape Workshop

centre -lot  of po

                                        

           
       

     
     

     
      

      
Pedestr

ian Rou

te

“Forfar is easy to get around, you can 

walk to everything“
Pre-Charrette Engagement

In recent years the town 
centre has declined

Residents’ Workshop“The walk along the Myre isn’t 
great - it’s badly lit”

Business Workshop

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2016. All rights reserved. 100023404.
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F

This area could 
pedestrianised

Townscape Workshop

“Traffic management issues 
detract from the character of 

The Cross”
Townscape Workshop

K
ey

 route throug
h the tow

n centre
l

f potential     

Static vehicles should be 
removed from the High Street

Townscape Workshop

Improving the town centre should b
e a p

riority

“Castle Street should be 
made less drab and dingy”

Townscape Workshop

There is lots of parking down 
Green Street

Business Workshop

HGV traffic coming through 
the town centre is an issue

Residents’ Workshop

Parking restrictions in the town 
centre need to be reinforced

Residents’ Workshop

More should be made of the character of 
Forfar - upgrading building facades, the 

lamp posts, the whole streetscape
Townscape Workshop

“There are thirteen wheelie bins outside the 
oldest building in Forfar - this needs to be sorted”

Business Workshop

“Everything is moving out of the town centre 
when it should be kept in!”

Residents’ Workshop
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Participants’ Comments: Life in Forfar

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Townscape Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Townscape Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Townscape Workshop

Business Workshop

Business Work

Residents’ Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2016. All rights reserved. 100023404.
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Townscape Workshop

shop

Residents’ Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Residents’ Workshop

Business Workshop

Business Workshop

Pre-Charrette Engagement
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What would you like to 

Permanently

Daily

Wee

“A coffee shop which is open 
at night”

“A coffee shop which is 
open at night”

“Safer civic lighting”

“An affordable, but good 
quality hotel. There is 

no point in having great 
events and shops is there’s 

no where to stay”

Public Artwork

“Forfar in flower”

“Pedestrianised streets”

“The local community 
should decide any future 

uses”

“A tourist information 
office”

“A youth hub”

Community Cinema

“An independent 
greengrocers”

“Improved traffic flow and 
parking”

“Great restaurants”

“Better comm
what 

“There co
fortnightly

mar

“A local foo

“There could 
league - 

“An arts and 
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see in the town centre? 

ekly

Monthly

On Special 
Occasions

munication of 
is on”

ould be a 
y farmers’ 
rket”

od market”

be a Sunday 
5 a side”

crafts group”

“A community cinema”

“More live performances 
at The Cross, on a 

Saturday”

“A monthly drive-in 
cinema, 

at least in the summer”

“Wedding fairs: an 
opportunity to showcase 
all the local businesses”

“Using the bandstand in 
the park to have music 
concerts on a Saturday 

night”

Farmers’ Market

Pop Up Restaurant

Streetsports Festival

Puppy Parade

Forfar Bridie Festival

“A week or weekend long 
event”

“Expanding Doors Open 
Day”

“Something with a big 
impact 

day and night”

Forfar in Flower

Cycling Festival

“What is unique that we 
can build on?”

Outdoor Festival

Big Tent Festival

Heritage Festival

“Music shows - local 
bands and traditional 

music”
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Assorted Workshop Output
Activity output from returned responses
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Assorted Workshop Output
Activity output from returned responses
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Mon

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

F
What would Forfar town centre look like?

Visualising Future Forfar
Charrette Materials
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day Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

How does this work?

F

It was important that the process of the 

charrette produced tangible outcomes. By 

creating design and engagement tools 

participants were encouraged to visualise 

what the future of Forfar might look like, 

how that would affect their daily lives, as 

well as think about who might be involved 

in the process of delivering this. 

When it came to describing what groups 

might be involved to help deliver the 

vision’s, the public understandably found 

it difficult to think of strategic partners. 

This is something that community groups 

will require support with. The exercise did 

however start people thinking about what 

groups in Forfar could come together.
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Assorted Workshop Output
Activity output from returned responses
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Assorted Workshop Output
Activity output from returned responses



34

Assorted Workshop Output
Activity output from returned responses
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Assorted Workshop Output
Activity output from returned responses
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Summary of impressions 

Impressions from 
Forfar

Lack of a sense of cohesion in the 
community 

Feeling of under development 

Lack of things to do in the town centre 
that meet people’s interest 

Sense of a lack of collective action and 
activity

Corroborating 
Research

Comparatively more older couples 
without children

Fewer charitable organisations per 
head implying less community 
cohesion 

Comparatively fewer shops and job 
opportunities than other similar sized 
towns implying less activity

Difficulty to compete with the pull of the 
out of town shopping

Something distinct therefore is needed 
to place the town centre in people’s 
minds to draw them there
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