Section 4
Values & Aspirations

Charrette Materials

Often in community consultations people
tend to be more inclined to highlight what
they do not like about their place before
they say the what is good about it. There is
always a danger of arriving at a negative
perception and missing important assets
that can be supported and developed.

First and foremost, in establishing a vision

for the future of Forfar Town Centre it was
important to uncover what people valued

in the town centre and how they wished to
see this develop in the future.

These two early exercises in the charrette,
Postcard to Future Forfar and Values &
Aspirations, were important in setting the
tone and goal for the workshops.

(See appendices at the end of report.)
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Visualising Impressions

Charrette Materials

The impressions, thoughts, attitudes and
opinions gathered in the pre-charrette
engagements were organised into map
markers ahead of the charrette to highlight
the locations of the town centre that they
referred to.

There were clear recurring themes and
some contradictions. During the charrette
period these comments were used as useful
material for participants to respond to and
stimulating focused conversations.

(See appendices for Activity 2.)
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What would you like to

“A coffee shop which is
open at night”
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Assorted Workshop Output

Activity output from returned responses

r: . — i
i e
rr/ el W -|.| - N BT sl
| o1 i oo™ L
1als © st OV
\ o al F ot 3 i .-I..-l.'|
0 \ nive Y ey T
9 e

ola ™
o R
P

Sy |
MW YT

i
""'Ii:in? q
340“’&3 \
ol

fi3
i



Visualising Future Forfar

Charrette Materials

F

What would Forfar town centre look like?
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How does this work?
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day Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
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It was important that the process of the
charrette produced tangible outcomes. By
creating design and engagement tools
participants were encouraged to visualise
what the future of Forfar might look like,
how that would affect their daily lives, as
well as think about who might be involved
in the process of delivering this.

When it came to describing what groups
might be involved to help deliver the
vision’s, the public understandably found
it difficult to think of strategic partners.
This is something that community groups
will require support with. The exercise did
however start people thinking about what
groups in Forfar could come together.

F

What groups might be involved?



Assorted Workshop Output

Activity output from returned responses
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Assorted Workshop Output

Activity output from returned responses
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Assorted Workshop Output

Activity output from returned responses
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Assorted Workshop Output

Activity output from returned responses
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Summary of impressions

Impressions from ;
Forfar i

* Lack of a sense of cohesion in the
community

* Feeling of under development

* Lack of things to do in the town centre
that meet people’s interest

*  Sense of a lack of collective action and
activity

Corroborating
Research

+ Comparatively more older couples
without children

+ Fewer charitable organisations per
head implying less community
cohesion

+ Comparatively fewer shops and job
opportunities than other similar sized
towns implying less activity

+ Difficulty to compete with the pull of the
out of town shopping

*  Something distinct therefore is needed
to place the town centre in people’s
minds to draw them there
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